William Moses Cook and 
Mary Rosa Ann Read 


Oklahoma Pioneers 


by Gene Cook Hall 
Edited by Mary Margaret [Hinde] Hall 


William Moses Cook and Mary Rosa Ann Read are my maternal grandparents. They lived a rich 
and interesting life and participated in some important moments of history. This is their story in 
chronological order based on information currently available. Gene Hall, November 2, 2023 
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Birth and Families 
William Moses Cook 1862 


William Moses Cook was born in Macon County, Missouri on Christmas day 1862, the second 
child of James P. Cook and Nancy Matilda Higginbotham.’ He was called "Bill" by his friends 
later in life. His birthplace was probably at his grandparent's house in West Independence 
Township where his parents lived in 1860.2 Bill's grandparents, William Cook and Elizabeth 
[Wiggins] Cook, owned and probably lived on the 40 acres located on the south half of the 
west half of the southeast quarter of Section 19 Township 59N Range 15 in Macon County 
Missouri. 


BILL WAS PROBABLY BORN IN HIS 
GRANDPARENT'S HOME DOWN THIS ROAD 


GENE HALL AND DISTANT COUSIN EDITH 
WIGGANS AT COOK'S CHAPEL CEMETERY 
NEAR BILL'S BIRTHPLACE 


This property was located near the Cook's 

Chapel and was deeded to them by Elizabeth's parents, James B. Wiggans and Mary 

‘Polly’ [Seney] Wiggins, on July 10th, 1848, along with another tract just across the section line 
south of this property. According to the 1860 US Census, Nancy's brother, Granville 
Higginbotham lived in the next house visited by the census taker. 

Children born to James P. Cook and and Nancy Matilda [Higginbotham] Cook include... 

* Missouri ( born May 1860 and died before 1870) 

* William Moses Cook (25 Dec 1863-26 Feb 1916) 

+ Arthur Alonso Cook, (80 May 1886-11 Nov 1938) 

The population of Macon County was about 14,000 in 1863 when Bill was born compared to 
15,000 in 2020.4 Advertised prices® were... 

* $5.50 for a barrel of salt 

* $3.50 for 100 pounds of flour 

* $0.75 to $1.50 per bushel of white navy beans 

* $0.25 to $0.30 per bushel of potatoes 

* $0.75 per dozen chickens 

* $0.09 to $0.12 per pound of butter 

* $0.75 to $1.50 per mink skin 

The Civil War was ongoing at the time of Bill's birth. The Vicksburg campaign started just five 
days earlier and was to continue for another week. The weather was mild in Macon County, 


"Christmas day was remarkably warm and fine until after dark, when a storm of rain came up 
which continued at intervals all night."© A week after Bill's birth on January 1, 1863, Abraham 
Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation freeing slaves, .’ 


In Macon County, "...there have been permanent military posts, and the presence of a large 


military force operating extensively. "8 


Mary Rosa Ann Read 1873 


Mary Rosa Ann Read was born May 6th 1873 in Russellville?, Boone County, Arkansas, the 
sixth child of Isaac Washington Read and Mary Magdaline [Messer] Read.'1° She was called 
Rosa in most documents but she signed 'Rosie' on written documents for the guardianship of 
Myrtle, lva, Eva and Ida Suggs.'! According to Rosa's son, Everett Read Cook, "Mother was 
born in the piney woods of Northwest Arkansas."'2 [Note: Everett preferred spelling his name 
‘Evert,’ the spelling | use out of respect for him in the remainder of this story.] Rosa's exact 
birth location within Boone County is not known at this time. A search of patents issued, deed 
indices and tax lists in Boone County was conducted without any results for Rosa's parents. 


The population of Boone county was about 7,000 in 1873 compared to 37,000 in 2020.1 
Prices in Boone county are not available. General prices in Little Rock'4 were higher than 
Macon County, about... 

* $0.25 per pound of butter 

* $4.50 per barrel of salt 


* $9.50 per barrel of flour 

* $3.00 per dozen chickens 

In the news, the North Central railway recently organized and planned tracks through Harrison, 
in Boone County.'® It had been hot in Boone County but a festival in Little Rock was postponed 
to the 8th, "...on account of the inclement weather."1® 


The family was moving around quite a lot right before and after Rosa's birth in Boone County. 
Ten years before Rosa was born, in 1863 her parents lived in Liberty Township, Iron County, 
Missouri.17 lron County is where Rosa's maternal grandparents lived and where her parents 
were married. Isaac listed the family's post-war residences in his Civil War Pension Application, 
"In Mo. till ‘67 then came to Madison Co Ark from there to Boone Co. from there to Mo..."'® We 
also know that Rosa's family was in Taney County, MO during the 1870 census before Rosa 
was born and must have moved back to Boone County between 1870 and Rosa's birth in 
1873. 

Children born to Isaac Washington Read and Mary Magdaline [Messer] Read include... 

« James Alexander Read (4 Sep 1860-14 Mar 1932) 

* E. Jane Read (5 Jan 1863-before 1942) 

* A. J. Read (18 July 1865-before 1942) 

Sarah Elizabeth Read (15 Sep 1867-26 Apr 1910) 

William Andrew Read (21 Jan 1870-before 1942) 

Mary Rosa Ann Read (6 May 1873-12 Jul 1942) 

Isaac Washington 'Tony' Read (16 Feb 1877-31 Mar 1960) 

Robert E. Read (1 Jul 1880-before 1942) 

John Arthur Read (19 Aug 1882-9 Jan 1967) 

+ Alma L Read (23 Oct 1895-1890) 
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MAP SHOWING ROSA'S FAMILY LOCATIONS BEFORE 
SHE WAS BORN IN BOONE COUNTY, ARKANSAS IN 1873 


Early Life 

Bill and Rosa were born about 300 miles apart -- about three or four weeks by wagon. Both 
spent some of their early years in Missouri, Bill in the northern part and Rosa in the southern 
part. Both also took curious routes from their early life and eventually into the Indian Territory, 
now known as Oklahoma. 


Bill's Early Life 

Bill's early life must have been stressful. He was born in the middle of the Civil War and his 
father was serving under General Price on the Confederate side. The war was particularly 
difficult in Missouri where loyalties were divided. According to a book about General Sterling 
Price, "About 700 Men went into the Union army from Macon county, and about 600 into the 
Southern army."'? Bill's father and Uncle Andrew Higginbotham were among those who joined 
with the confederates. 


SEATED L TO R: NANCY MATILDA HIGGINBOTHAM, 
ELIZABETH [WIGGANS] COOK* HOLDING WILLIAM MOSES COOK* 
STANDING: SARAH ANN [COOK] SNODGRASS* 

*LIKELY IDENTITIES, NOT CERTAIN 

Missouri, and particularly the area around Barnsdall Store where Bill's parents lived, was a 

dangerous place at the beginning, during, and after the Civil War. For example... 

* According to Bill's distant cousin, Selah Pomroy 'Roy' Thayer, the trouble started in 1861 
when the US Government sent troops to Missouri, "At one time 7,000 men in blue uniform 
were encamped at Macon. Burning of homes, murder, and theft became a common daily 
occurrence by squads of these men roaming the countryside. Unscrupulous men noting the 
opportunity for plunder and gain were quick to join up with the Federal-State Militia, and thus 
prey upon former neighbors and kin."2° 


Thayer continues with specific examples, "On the evening of 18 Aug 1864, near Callao, 
Missouri, some members of the Missouri Federal-State Militia killed a neighbor, Mr. James D. 
Heaton."2' Callao is about six miles due south of Bill's family home. 

* "They took Jim Seney's horse and a saddle. The stealing of this horse made Uncle Jim so 
angry that he went at once and joined the Confederate Army. "22 Bill's great grandmother was 
was a member of the Seney family. 

* In late 1865 or early 1866 Bill's Uncle Andrew Higginbotham was shot and killed on his own 
front porch when he refused to turn over his horses to members of Quantrill's Raiders.28 
Andrew lived in an adjoining farm to the Cook family in 1860 and this incident must have 
been a shock. 

| think the dangerous situation near their home and tension between them and their loyalist 

friends and relatives was motivation enough for the family to move on. In addition, the federal 

government was taking action against those who had supported the confederacy. Bill's parents 
sold their 40 acres farm in Jun 1864, a farm they just bought three months earlier.24 


In March 1865 Bill's father and Aunt Sarah Ann sold the family farm where Bill was born,25 
indicating that Bill's grandparents were not able to sign for some reason; either they had left 
Macon County already or they died. If they left, it seems likely that they went toward lowa. 
According to the lowa Transcript of March 23, 1865, "We learn from J. A. Harvey, Register of 


the State Land Office, who has just returned from Fremont county that Southern lowa is filled 
with secesh emigrants from Missouri, who are beating the most hasty retreat possible from their 
state to the westward, mainly because of the Constitutional Convention abolishing slavery, and 
disfranchising traitors. This hegira is a glorious sign of the future prosperity of Missouri."26 


There are no records currently available that say where William and Elizabeth Cook went or 
how Nancy, Bill and Alonso got from their home near Atlanta, MO to Fremont County near 
Percival, lowa. The route to Fremont County would have followed the railroad west to St. 
Joseph and then Northwest along the Missouri River to Fremont County. It is not known how 
they traveled, but wagon, train and riverboat were all available. They may have had cash from 
selling property and taken the train and riverboat route just to speed up the process, or they 
may have taken the more traditional wagon route to save money. | think Bill's father died on 
this trip and have found nothing to prove or disprove that. His name is not found in online 
sources in cemeteries along the route or in Fremont County. 

Sometime after March 1865 when Bill's parents signed the deed in Macon County and before 
July 1870 when his mother remarried, Bill's father, James P. Cook, died. The Goodspeed profile 
of Frank Cook says Nancy "was the widow of James P Cook"2’ and James was not listed in 
the household with Nancy in the 1870 census taken in Benton Township, Fremont County, 
lowa.28 This residence where Nancy, Bill and Alonso lived in 1870 appears to have been a 
rooming house as there were six unrelated men living there too, mostly railroad workers. 
Perhaps Bill's father was working with the railroad when he died. Bill's Uncle Thomas and Aunt 
Nancy Higginbotham lived next door which seems to indicate that they traveled there together. 


Manhattan 


Topekalye 
«Eawrence 


WILLIAM MOSES "BILL" COOK'S MOVES BETWEEN 1865 AND 1880 
About four months after the 1870 Census when Bill was seven years old his mother married, 
"another man named Cook who is not related to us" according to Ruth Naomi [Cook] Dutcher.29 
30 According to a profile of Frank Cook in Goodspeed, the newly-formed family lived on a farm 
in Fremont County, lowa. Bill at age 7 was now a part of a larger family which included his 
brother Alonso, age 4, and half Siblings... 
* Marvin Cook, age 8 (25 Mar 1872-25 Feb 1958) 
* Elva/Oleva Cook, age 5 (4 Jul 1875- 1966) 
* Louise Beatrice "Dovie" Cook, age 2 (1 Oct 1878-2 Mar 1967) 
The family stayed in Fremont county until 1878 and then moved to Sicily Township, Gage 
County, Nebraska near where Mr. Cook had farmed before. Bill was fifteen years old when they 
moved to Nebraska. There are no available school records in either Fremont or Gage counties 
at this time, but | presume Bill went to school and kept up with chores at the farm. In the 1880 
Census, Bill was not living in his mother and step-father's house in Gage County.31 | have not 
been able to find him in the 1880 Census in either Nebraska or lowa. 
Sometime between about 1879 and 1885, Bill moved back to Fremont County. In the 1885 
lowa Census, he was living in Washington Township with another Cook family headed by Henry 
and Rachel Cook. According to that census he was a farm laborer. Henry Cook may be related 
to Bill's step-father, but | have not determined exactly who he is.®2 


10 


1885 William Moses Cook Marries Laura McCall 

In 1885, the population of Fremont County was about 17,000, the highest it has ever been; The 
2020 population was only 6,600.°8 Bill's 1885 location in Washington Township must have 
given him an opportunity to meet Laura McCall who lived with her widowed mother in the same 
township, but Bill may have known Laura from his earlier time in the county. Laura was the 
eldest daughter of Michael McCall and Sarah Collison; her siblings ranged from three to sixteen 
years old. Based on the age of her youngest sister, her father must have died recently, at least 
within the previous three or four years.°4 


WILLIAM MOSES COOK AND LAURA [MCCALL] COOK 


1886 


On August 4th 1886, Bill and Laura were married in Otoe County Nebraska by County Judge J. 
S. Mapes. See the Appendix for details. The marriage was witnessed by D. W. McCallum and 


~ 


— ~—-—. 


"Fach Came Half Way. 

Judges Mapes performed a ceremony 
y-sterday uniting in marriage Mr. W. 
M. Cook ot Gage county, N ebraska, and 
ates Lars McCall of: Fremont county, 


Louisa McCall, Laura's sister. Both the marriage certificate and the newspaper notice indicate 
that Bill was from Gage County, Nebraska at the time of their marriage.°5 The weather was 
generally hot as predicted light rain the day before didn't materialize. After the wedding they 
must have lived with or near Laura's family to help with the farm. The couple became parents 
of two daughters in lowa... 

* Agnes E. Cook (b 12 June 1887) 

* Ella May Cook (b 4 Aug 1888) 
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In the news, the town of Fremont, "has jacked up its water tower to improve its 


perpendicularity. "6 


Bill and Laura's Trip into Indian Territory 1891 


The Indian Territory was a newsworthy subject in Gage County, Nebraska starting in 1886. The 
talk must have been just as intense in Fremont County, lowa but newspaper statistics are not 
easily available there. Mentions of ‘Indian Territory’ in searchable Gage County newspapers on 
Newspapers.com include... 

* Before 1887, articles were more general in nature such as compulsory education for Native 
American children and moving all Native Americans to Indian Territory. 

* In 1887, there were more articles about excess, unused land in Indian Territory. 

* In 1888, Boomers near Gueda Springs, Kansas demanded access to Indian Territory. 

* In 1889, the War Department prepared to "repulse and punish" invading Boomers. The first 
land run was held for the Unassigned Lands in Oklahoma. Ruth Dutcher reported about Bill, 
"He made the Oklahoma Land Run for unassigned land. He didn't get any."’’ | don't know 
how to verify if that is correct or not. 

| am not certain when a decision was made to go to Oklahoma, but there were clear signs that 

excitement was building in the local newspaper and Bill is bound to have heard about it. | 

believe that Bill and Frank may have traveled from Nebraska to Oklahoma arriving in the fall of 

1891 without the rest of the family. 

The exact time of travel is difficult to establish because there are no transactions found in 

Nebraska or lowa for Bill Cook during this time. However, Frank Cook was more active and a 

general timeline can be drawn from his activities. 


Date Location Activity 


17 Jun 1890 | Elm Township, Gage Co, NE 1 Frank and Bill on list of farmers 


4 Nov 1890 | Elm Township, Gage Co,NE 2Frank elected Supervisor of Elm Township 


13 Jan 1891 | Elm Township, Gage Co, NE 2 Board of Supervisors organized, Frank present next 


day 

8 Sep 1891 Elm Township, Gage Co, NE = 4 Frank submitted warrant for expenses to Board of 
Supervisors 

30 Sep 1891 | Payne Co, OK 5 Frank bought NE4 S21 T18 N R2E, $1.25/acre, $10 
down 


14 Nov 1891 | Elm Township, Gage Co, NE = ® Frank held over as Supervisor 


5 Dec 1891 | Elm Township, Gage Co, NE” Frank resigned as Supervisor and R. C. Hemphill was 
appointed to replace him 


18 Dec 1891 | Gage Co, NE 8 Frank sold SE4 SE4 S2 SE S36 T2 R5 to H. W. 
Sunderlin 


29 Dec 1891 | Elm Township, Gage Co, NE = 9R.. R.. Mattis released Frank Cook & Wife from 
mortgage 


27 Jan 1892 | Payne Co, OK 10 Bill bought NW4 S28 T18N R2E 
Table Notes: | 
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1. Nebraska State Gazetteer, Business Directory and Farmers List for 1890-1891, fttp:// 
ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/ne/gage/map/1890farm.txt, transcribed by Brenda 
Busing and Kathy Scott, J. M. Wolfe & Co. Omaha:1890 

The Beatrice Daily Express, Monday 10 Nov 1890, Page 1 

The Beatrice Daily Express, Wednesday, 14 Jan 1891, Page 1 

The Beatrice Daily Express, Tuesday, 8 Sep 1891, Page 3 

United States Bureau of Land Tract books, 1800-c.1955, Volumn 6 Page 55 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9WS-1D4C? 
i=55&wc=M771-1M9%3A356163801%2C356167201&cc=2074276 

6. The Beatrice Republican, Saturday, 14 Nov 1891, Page 5 

7. The Beatrice Republican, Saturday 5 Dec 1891, Page 4 

8. The Beatrice Daily Express, Friday 18 Sep 1891, Page 4 
FS) 
1 


Teo’ 


. The Beatrice Weekly Express, Tuesday 29 Dec 1891, Page 5 
0. Federal Land Tract Book, Roll 2, Volume 6, Page 58, Microfilm, Lawton, OK Public Library, 
22 Jan 1999, Carl McLane, Apache, OK 

From the timeline, it looks like at least Frank and Bill went to Oklahoma and arrived about late 
September 1891. 
| believe Frank and Bill traveled by train because the distance from Frank's home in southern 
Nebraska to Stillwater, Oklahoma is about 400 miles on modern 2023 roads. Frank submitted a 
bill to the Board of Supervisors on November 8 and signed for property south of Stillwater on 
November 30. Even if they took that entire time to travel by horseback, they would have had to 
average 18 miles a day for 22 days straight. That seems like a difficult ride and leaves no time 
for re-shoeing horses, getting acquainted with the land in Oklahoma, finding the land office 
and a person who was canceling their homestead on the day they arrived. 
Frank was able to list himself on a property that was relinquished and cancelled by Vardaman 
Fletcher on the same day that Frank paid $10 toward the purchase. This property had been 
originally claimed by William S. Pepper on May 6, 1889, and subsequently purchased by 
Edmond H. Pepper and then to Fletcher. The dates of cancellation and dates of sale match up 
exactly which leads me to believe that these transactions happened in the land office but it is 
still unclear how deals were negotiated. Did you canvas neighbors in the area you wanted to 
live for people who wanted to move on? Did you wait in the land office until someone came in 
to cancel in the area you wanted? Was there some sort of black market where homesteaders 
sold their rights? | just don't know. 


1892 


| believe that Frank Cook returned to Nebraska by train to settle his affairs there and to bring 
the rest of the family. Bill stayed in Oklahoma and waited for a land opportunity in the same 
area as Frank. It came just a month later on January 27, 1892,°8 when Bill took over the 
homestead originally claimed by David J. Bennett on July 5, 1889. The property was described 
as a sandy loam good for prairie and farming.°9 Bill paid $14 purchase money for 160 acres in 
the same township less than a mile from Frank's land and agreed to $1.25 per acre once the 
requirements had been met for a patent. In 2023 terms, $460 down and $41.10 per acre for a 
total of $6,576.00 -- still a bargain given the oil activity in that area today.4° 

Once Frank had sold his farm in Nebraska and settled his debts, he brought the rest of the 
family to Oklahoma, probably by wagon train. | don't know if Bill returned to help with the move 
or if he stayed in Oklahoma to tend the farms. It probably took about 40 days at 10 miles per 
day to move household goods, farming equipment and family to the farm between Stillwater 
and Perkins Oklahoma. They would have arrived about February 7th 1892, just after Bill 
acquired his farm. 
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The population of Payne County was about 7,200 people compared to about 82,000 in 2020.4! 
Swoope, Hamilton and Swoop in Stillwater advertised "The largest stock of goods in this part 

of the country, and don't you forget it..."42 

* Ginghams, 8 cents and up 

- Ladies fine shoes from $1.50 up 

* Men's fine shoes, $2.00 and up; plow shoes, heavy boots, brogans, tine calf boots and gum 


boots 
Meals were available for $0.25 at the Globe hotel and "The Swiler Bros. are selling salt at $2.50 
per barrel."43 Butter and eggs were scarce according to the Perkins Journal.44 
The weather was mixed in Perkins, "/s Oklahoma's winter weather always as changeable as it 
has been the past week? Let us hope not."45 


After the entire family arrived, they settled down to farm living. There was already a 14' by 12' 
log cabin on the property where Bill established a household on January 30th, three days after 
signing for it in Guthrie.46 Laura and the rest of the family must have moved in when they 
arrived from lowa and/or Nebraska. According to the patent affidavit Bill and other farmers in 
the area planted fruit trees a few months later, "Messrs. Beach and Clifton, representatives of 
the Parsons nursery, left for Moline, Kans., Monday. They expect to return about the first week 
in November with a car load of nursery stock, mostly fruit trees, which they have sold in this 
vicinity. Perkins will be one of the delivery points."4” Depending on the type of trees Bill planted, 
it would have taken about five acres of land for 500 trees in his orchard.48 A few months later 
The Perkins Journal reported the surprise at how many fruit trees had been planted locally, 
"Assessor Annis says the number of fruit trees set out in this township is surprising. The farmers 
are giving considerable attention to raising fruit."49 


1893 


According to a hand-written note from Ellen Roylance, a daughter named Bess was born near 
the end of October 1893 but nothing more is known about Bess.®°° Apparently she died or the 
note is not right. 


1894 


James Moses was born in 1894.5! 


1896 


In February 1896, Bill's mother, Nancy Matilda [Higginbotham] Cook, died and was buried in 
the Elm Grove Cemetery.*2 


1897 
In 1897 Rachel was born and in 1899 she died.53 Edith P. Cook was born in August. 


1898 


Elmer William Cook was born in August. 
Six years after arriving in Oklahoma, Bill filed his intent to prove his homestead in the local 
paper and he became the owner of the northwest quarter of Section 28, Township 18, Range 2 
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East of the Indian Meridian. Bill testified that he had made improvements to the property 
including®>... 

* A 12'x14' one-story "box house" 

* An 8'x10' granary 

* 500 fruit trees 

* 400 rods wire fence 

* One drilled well 

* 50 acres in cultivation 

Bill stated that he raised crops on the land all six seasons between 1892 and 189856... 
1892: 20 acres 

1893: 30 acres 

1894: 50 acres 

1895: 50 acres 

1896: 50 acres 

1897: 50 acres 


A'box house’ a type of structure built of "random-width wood planks nailed to a horizontal 
board at the base of the wall and then nailed to another horizontal plank at the top of the wall. 
There is no joinery or other reinforcement used where the walls meet at the corners. The seams 


between each board were usually covered with narrow wood strips, called battens. The roof 
rafters usually are simply supported by the horizontal boards at the top of the walls."57 
According to Old House Web, the advantages of this type house are low cost, little skill 
required, fast to build.58 


Bill also stated that he had lived on the land continuously, "Myself, wife and six children; we 
have resided continuously on said land since January 30, 1892."59 In support of Bill's 
application, George W. Nottingham and Charles W. Armstrong of Perkins O. T. testified in 
writing confirming the statements in Bill's testimony.®© Interestingly, all three statements were 
almost identical in wording and the hand writing was the same. There must have been 
someone who specialized in getting approval who advised Bill in this process. A patent was 
issued to Bill on June 10th, 1898.6 In July, Bill witnessed a claim for his neighbor, Henry O. 
Livergood.® 


1900 


The family grew and by 1900, Bill and Laura had a total of five children. Bess and Rachael died 
before this time. The census of Elm Grove Township, Payne County, Oklahoma recorded a total 
of eight people living at Bill's house...6% 

Bill, William Moses Cook 

Laura, Bill's wife 

Agnes, daughter 

Ella M., daughter 

James M, son 

Edith P., daughter 

William E., son 

Arthur A., brother 


SONORAN > 
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Rosa's Early Life 

Rosa spent about the first two years of her life in Boone County Arkansas before her family 
moved in 1875. Her father's Civil War Pension application indicates that they moved back to 
Missouri, but doesn't show the exact location in Missouri. It is likely they moved to either 
Taney County where the family had lived in 1870,® or to Iron County where Rosa's maternal 
grandparents lived. 
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MAP SHOWING ROSA'S MOVES FROM BIRTH TO 18 YEARS OLD 


Four years later in 1879 Rosa's family lived on a farm about 15 miles north of Dover in Pope 
County Arkansas. The family spent 11 or 12 years in Pope County. 


Rosa's Trip into Indian Territory 1891 


According to a letter written by Rosa's brother, John Arthur Reed, their father heard about the 
opening of land in Indian Territory and decided to try to get a farm there. The letter is 
remarkable for its detail and matches nicely with historical dates and locations. Rosa's 
experience written by her son, Evert Cook, has fewer details and varies on some key elements. 
Evert's story starts with the family leaving Boone County in 1889 for the Cherokee Strip,®” but 
they moved several times after Boone County and lived in Pope county until at least 1890 
when Rosa's father sold their farm there. The two stories also disagree on the run that Rosa's 
father was in. There were five runs in Oklahoma Territory that opened... 

* 1889 The Unassigned Lands 

* 1891 The Sac and Fox, lowa, Shawnee, and Potawatomi lands 

* 1892 The Cheyenne and Arapaho reservation 


i 


* 1893 The Cherokee Outlet 
* 1895 The Kickapoo Reservation 
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MAP SHOWING AREAS IMPORTANT TO ROSA'S STORY IN INDIAN TERRITORY® 


If the family left in 1889 as Evert Cook's story says, it would have to be for the Unassigned 
Lands, not the Cherokee Strip. While the family story recorded by Evert seems to miss some of 
the details, it is understandable because he didn't actually make the trip and told his mother's 
story one generation and 50 years after the events. | also think he or the newspaper conflated 
Evert's father's and mother's trips into Oklahoma. John Arthur was on the trip and for that 
reason, | lean on his story heavily and include corroborating stories from Evert. 

Rosa at age 18 may have had a different perspective from her younger brother at age 9, but 
overall, it was the same remarkable experience. 

John Arthur's story begins on April 6, 1891, "We started out from 15 miles north of Dover, 
Arkansas where my father had taken a homestead."®? Almost the entire family went, "a//! our 
family was along except my oldest sister she remained behind at Dover Arkansas. James A. 
Read was married and had two children at that time."’° Evert's version says, "They loaded what 
they could in a covered wagon, tied an old sod plow and a double shovel on the outside of the 
wagon and started for the Indian Territory.""' 

The oldest sister who stayed behind was Sarah Elizabeth Reed who was married to James 
Alexander Tucker and continued to live in Pope County until her death in 1910. Assuming the 
whole family went except Sarah Elizabeth, it probably would have taken three wagons to 
transport 13 people. 
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1. Isaac Washington Read and Mary Magdaline [Messer] Read and the younger children 
including Alma L. (6), John Arthur (9), Robert E (11), and Isaac Washington 'Tony' (14) 
2. James Alexander and Jane [Smith] Read and their children including Charley Cicero (9), 
Maude May (1) 
3. Rosa and her older unmarried siblings including Rosa (18), William Andrew (21), A. J. (26), 
An alternative idea is that they took only two wagons and some of the children alternated 
walking and riding in a wagon. 
Rosa's family went north via Freeman Springs over the Boston Mountains; her brother recalls, 
"_..the road was very rough."’2 One of the wagons had to be repaired, "Now on top of Boston 
Mountain we had a broken axle in one of the wagons. My Father cut down a tree and made an 
axle for the wagon and we went on across the mountain to Jasper and on West to Siloam 
Springs."’8 According to Evert's story, "There had been lots of rain that spring and sometimes 
they would have to camp a few days and wait for the streams to run down before they could 
cross. At one swollen river, the water was almost up in the wagon bed. In the middle of the 
stream where the water was swift, the oxen turned downstream off the trail and all the yelling, 
the skillful use of the long bullwhip couldn't change their course. The boys had to jump into the 
swift muddy water, get in front of those stubborn oxen and make them go on across."”4 They 
probably passed through familiar territory in Madison County and perhaps stayed with old 
friends there. 
Evert wrote about getting milk along the trail, "The way they got their milk on the way was to 
rope the calf at night and tie it to the coupling pole of the wagon. So close was its head 
between the wagon wheels, that the cow couldn't come close enough for the calf to suck. The 
next morning they milked the cow and if one cow didn't give enough, the next night they would 
tie up two calves. My mother said she became so used to the jerk of the calves on the ropes 
and the noise the cows made that she couldn't sleep without it."75 
The family camped along the way, "/ remember camping one night near a very large spring and 
just below the spring was a water mill, and we went to the mill and bought some meal."76 Nine- 
year-old John Arthur and his nine-year-old nephew, Charley Cicero Reed, helped with the 
groceries, "...one morning my oldest brother's boy and | had followed behind the wagons 
picking wild strawberries. They grow in abundance on the small prairies in the eastern part of 
the Cherokee Nation."’’ As the boys picked strawberries, "We went on to Tahlequah where the 
Indian School was located and that is where we saw the Indians in abundance as there were 
hundreds of Indian boys in this school. This school was located on the banks of Grand River."78 
One of the stories passed down from Rosa is about the crossing at Grand River and her 
brother tells a similar story, "There was a ferry boat on Grand River and we ferried our wagon 
across but we swam the cattle across. | don't know how many we had but | remember seeing 
those cattle cross the river and we didn't lose any of them."”9 
On the west side of the Grand River, Rosa's father met Joel Mayes, Tsa-wa Gak-ski, Principal 
Chief of the Cherokee Nation. Mayes had a farming and ranching business along the river8° 
and asked Rosa's father to plow a section of it. John Arthur continues, "After crossing we 
camped and the Chief of the Cherokee Nation opened the land and hired my father to break off 
that land..."8' Later that summer Mayes was easily elected to a second term as Principal Chief 
but died in mid December.®2 
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Mary Rosa Ann Read Marries Lewis Ellsworth Suggs 

Somewhere between the Grand River crossing and Pryor Creek, Indian Territory, Rosa met 
Lewis Suggs. Evert tells the story, "On one particular afternoon, my mother looked out where 
the rope puckers the canvas into an egg-shaped hole in the back of the wagon. There, not far 
behind, was a young man on a fine horse with a good saddle and all the trimmings. He was 
driving a bunch of big mules and some work horses. Following him not far behind were three or 
four big freight wagons. This was the Suggs' outtfit."88 The Suggs family shipping business was 
moving into Indian Territory because of competition from the railroad. Evert continues with the 
story, "Lewis Suggs, the tall broad-shouldered, smooth shaven young man driving those loose 
horses and mules, could easily have passed the Read's lumbering ox wagon and been far 
ahead by camping time...for some reason he slowed down and stayed behind the remainder of 
the afternoon."®4 Over the course of the day, Lewis met several members of the Read family 
but had not seen Rosa, "By camping time, he had talked to the boys who took turns riding 
bare-back and driving the cattle beside the old ox wagon. He had talked also to the grizzled, 
long-bearded Tennessean who sat in the wagon seat beside his wife and drove the oxen with a 
long whip."®5 At the end of the day the Suggs group made camp nearby Rosa's family, "...they 
had camped close together and after [Lewis] cared for his horses and other necessary things 
around his camp, he came up to the campfire and sat down to rest."86 After sitting for a 
moment next to his fire, Lewis looked over toward the Read camp and noticed Rosa, "...the 
prettiest girl he had ever seen in his life."87 

Evert wrote, "When we used to ask my mother about her courtship, she wouldn't talk much nor 
give the details. She always tried to lead us to believe she was so modest and shy that every 
time he looked at her she would run for the wagon. But we know better than that because 
somewhere down the trail he proposed to her and she accepted. "88 

According to Evert's story, "They made it up that after the run, and after they were settled, they 
would find each other and get married."®9 But we know that they were married in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma on July 12, 1891, before the Sac and Fox run in September. 

Lewis and Rosa established a home in Pryor Creek [now Pryor], Oklahoma. 

Rosa and Lewis had four daughters in Pryor... 

+ Myrtle May (5 May 1892 - 10 Apr 1981) 

* Eva (12 Nov 1894 - 27 Aug 1977) 

* Iva (14 Dec 1895 - 22 Sep 1965) 

* Ida Lee (4 Dec 1899 - 29 Mar 1918) 

Rosa's father continued west and staked a claim on 160 acres described as the southeast 
quarter of section 26, township 15 north range 5 east of the Indian Meridian; in 2023 it is 
located less than a mile south of the McDonalds on Turner Turnpike east of Stroud, Oklahoma. 
The claim was recorded December 3, 1892, more than a year after the run. | don't know why it 
wasn't filed earlier. Sometime during that year of delay, Rosa's mother and siblings left for the 
new homestead and she stayed behind with her new husband in Pryor. 
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LEWIS ELLSWORTH SUGGS, MARY ROSA ANN [READ] SUGGS 
AND MYRTLE MAY SUGGS 
ABOUT MAY 1893, PRYOR CREEK, INDIAN TERRITORY 


After establishing a good freighting business in Pryor, the family was comfortable and the 
freighting business prospered. According to Evert "Apparently, their dreams had come true. "9 


1900 Lewis Ellsworth Suggs Dies 


Like many in the early 20th century, Lewis caught tuberculosis and was not able to work any 
more. Lewis & Rosa moved to Colorado for health reasons. | believe that Lewis' parents and 
brother Edgar also made the trip based on the newspaper account of their return in January 
1901.21 Lewis and Rosa rented their house in Pryor Creek to R. L. Bledsoe before they left.92 
According to Evert, "...the life of a freighter was long hours and a lot of hard work. They went 
day or night, rain or shine, hot or cold. Hard work and constant exposure to the weather, 
caused him to contract Tuberculosis. With his health failing, he was not able to work any more. 
So they decided to go west to a higher and drier climate for his health. They sold their home 
and all their wagons and equipment, except two of their best teams of horses." They camped 
near Bridgeport, Oklahoma and Myrtle Suggs told a story about that night, "After a few days 
travel, [we] reached the dreaded South Canadian river where Bridgeport now is. Previously, a 
wagon and team had gone down in the quicksand. They got across all right and camped at the 
edge of Bridgeport which consisted of a few shacks. There were several suspicious looking 
men loafing there with their horses saddled and tied to the hitching rail. My mother always slept 
with one eye open and had a forewarning of the things that were to happen. She looked out of 
the wagon that night and saw one of those men sneak up and cut the rope that held their 
horses. They would have been gone in a minute but [Rosa] woke up the camp and they ran the 
horse thieves away. Then they hitched up their horses and traveled all night and most of the 
next day without stopping."% 

They stopped the next day to rest the horses and to camp, "Toward night a group of Indians 
came by on horseback and went on down the trail to the east. That night someone tried to steal 
the horses again and it was never known whether the same horse thieves followed them or if 
the Indians came back. While someone stood guard that night, my sister [Myrtle] was in the 
wagon scared to death and didn't sleep all night for fear the Indians would get her scalp."% 
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Evert continues, "Bridgeport was the last town going west. From there and across western 
Oklahoma, they followed just a faint wagon trail. After about six weeks of travel, they arrived at 
Pueblo, Colorado, where they lived several months; then my mother was left a widow, a long 
way from home, friends and with four small children." 

Lewis died December 4th 1900, on Ida's first birthday. 

It is not Known how Rosa got back to Oklahoma with four little children between one and eight 
years old. Trains were available in both Pueblo and Pryor at the time. So it is possibly that she 
used money from the sale of the team and wagon along with savings from the business to 
travel by train to Pryor along with Lewis' remains. | think it is more likely that Rosa took 
advantage of her family support system and traveled back to Pryor with her in-laws in the 
wagon along with Lewis' remains. Embalming was common by the 1900s and that makes this 
longer trip plausible. 


1901 


After about five weeks of travel, on January 14th, Lewis' parents and family reached Pryor 
Creek. According to the Pryor Creek Clipper, "E. B. Suggs and family, after spending a few 
months in Colorado, arrived here overland Monday night. Their actions say they are tired of the 
snow-capped mountains of the West."95 There was no mention of Rosa or Lewis or his death in 
the article. 

About three months after Lewis died and two months after the family came back to Pryor 
Creek, on March 8, 1901, R. L. Bledsoe moved out of Lewis and Rosa's house in Pryor and G. 
A. Clem moved in.” Evert's account says they sold the house before going to Colorado but 
that doesn't appear to be correct. It appears more likely that Rosa sold the house to G. A. 
Clem after returning from Colorado and before moving to Payne County a few days after the 
sale closed. 
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Bill and Rosa Meet and Marry 


"_..the entire universe conspired to help me find you." Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist 


After four big moves for each of them, Bill and Rosa finally lived close enough to find each 


other. 
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BILL'S TRAVELS IN BLUE AND ROSA'S TRAVELS IN PURPLE 


1901 


At the end of January 1901, it was reported in the local paper that, "Will Cook, living northwest 
of town won the phonograph at the Palace drug store..." The Palace Drugstore was located on 
North Cheny street in Perkins. Just a few days later on January 31st, 1901, Laura was reported 
to be sick, "Mrs. Bill Cook who has been so long sick is improving slowly."9 

By March 20th 1901, Rosa had purchased a farm in Payne County, Oklahoma near Perkins and 
moved there with her four daughters. Rosa apparently bought the property with her inheritance 
from Lewis as she had the deed made out to her four children -- indeed it was only 12 days 
after reports that Mr. Clem had occupied her former house in Pryor. The farm Rosa acquired 
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FAMILY PROPERTIES IN PERKINS AREA 

was immediately north of Bill Cook, her future husband, and catty-corner southwest from Frank 

Cook and Nancy Matilda [Higginbotham] Cook, her future in-laws. | think Rosa chose this 

location intentionally as her Suggs in-laws came to the same area at about the same time... 

* The Perkins Journal reported that, "E. B. Suggs has rented Mrs. Syrea [sic Sarah] Custerd's 
[sic Custer] farm for this year"99 and within the month he was enlarging his pasture by cutting 
out the brush.100 

+ E. B. Suggs and C. A. Suggs had delinquent taxes in the same township a couple of years 
later.101 

Also on November 30 1889, someone named William A. Read signed up for the NE4 of Section 

20 in the same Township as Frank Cook, Bill Cook, and Rosa Suggs. Rosa's youngest brother 

was named William Andrew Read and this may have been him, but it is not certain. William's 

160 was relinquished on April 15, 1890, well before Rosa and the Cooks arrived. 

In March 1901, Rosa and her four daughters became neighbors to Bill and Laura Cook and 

their five children. According to Evert Cook's story about Rosa from the Anadarko Daily News, 

"The neighbors on the adjoining farm were the Cook family, a hard-working farm family who had 

come down from lowa. Mr. Cook farmed her place..."1°2 Rosa and Laura found that they had a 
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lot in common during the nine months or so that they were neighbors; Evert wrote, "Mrs. Cook 
[Laura] was a close friend."'°3 At the end of February, the Perkins Journal reported that, "One of 
Rasey [sic] Suggs' little girls is on the sick list."1°4 Laura and Rosa must have helped each other 
with issues such as sick children. 

Some of the later documents indicate that Rosa was one farm east from the one on this 
map.1°% That error was corrected with a sworn statement in June 1905 and the map above is 
correct. The population of Payne county had tripled to almost 21,000 in the ten years since Bill 
moved there. 


The Perkins Cash Store advertised a stock-reduction sale...19 
* Men's shoes that wear, "Price was $2.00, now $1.25" 

- Plow Shoes, "Price was $1.50, now $0.98" 

* Ladies' fine dress shoes, "Price was $1.75, now $0.98" 


The "My Store," J. S. Bowen & Co. Proprietors advertised groceries on sale...1°7 
* 10 pounds of granulated sugar, $1.00 

* 3 cans of tomatoes $0.25 

* 1 pound Cow brand soda $0.08 

* 1 pound Green Rio Coffee $0.11 


The weather was mixed. The Perkins Journal reported on March 8th before Rosa's arrival, 
"Oklahoma has been experiencing a regular March spell of weather the past week"1°8 and on 
April 5th after her arrival, "If this kind of weather continues until Sunday, snow drops will be 
more appropriate than Lillies for Easter."1°9 

In late September a man named Rudolf Uhl claimed the 160 acres near Boone, Oklahoma that 
was to become the family's home in 1912. 
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1902 


LTO R: IDA LEE SUGGS, MYRTLE MAY SUGGS, MARY ROSA 
ANN [READ] SUGGS, EVA SUGGS, IVA GERTRUDE SUGGS 

About December 1901 or early 1902 Rosa had a photo made by H. M. Wantland of Stillwater, 
Oklahoma. The photo was probably made at his studio. 
Between 1902 and 1916 Kiowa and Caddo County real estate became almost a family 
business involving Rosa, Bill, and Bill's half brothers, George Walter and Marvin. 
In January Bill and his half brother Marvin purchased property, Bill signed for 160 acres in 
Kiowa County north of Hobart legally described as the Northwest quarter of Section 21, 
Township 7 North of Range 18 West of the Indian Meridian. Bill was apparently the first owner 
of this property as the US BLM tract book showed no earlier homesteader. Deeds in Kiowa 
County are not available online and | am unable to prove that this is the same William M. Cook. 
The patent was issued to ‘William M. Cook of Kiowa County' on September 24th 1903. A 
notation in the land-tract book apparently indicates that this was a cash sale, "E/ Reno Conv to 
Cash #129 El Reno Dec. 10, 1902." The next week on January 27th Marvin claimed 160 acres 
on the west side of the current Fort Cobb Lake in Caddo County legally described as the SE4 
of Section 8 Township 8 North of Range 12 West of the Indian Meridian. Marvin took over this 
homestead from Benjamin Crisp, the original homesteader; this property was also marked 
"Conv to Cash." 
At the end of March, Bill and Laura and family visited a Mr. Burnside in Stillwater.11° | don't 
know Burnside or why they visited him. 
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On the 20th of March, another person named William Cook purchased property a few miles 
west of Gracemont, but the patent file clearly shows that person was not my grandfather. 11 

In June Laura died and was buried in the Elm Grove Cemetery, near the family farm. Just six 
months later, in December, Bill and Laura's first child, Agnes died, "None thought then that 
Agnes would follow so soon. The funeral was conducted by Rev. D. W. Ross pastor of Stillwater 
M. E. Church, in the Elm Grove school House. The body was laid to rest in the Cemetery 
nearby. Brother Cook has the sympathy of the entire community in this double affliction. "112 

Bill was left with four children between four and fourteen years old.113 

Rosa must have been among the neighbors who visited the Cook household to offer 
condolences for two great losses in 1902. 

Evert continues, "The two families were close neighbors and were in contact with each other 
daily. When Mr. Cook's children needed a doctor, my mother was always there to administer to 
the sick and when she had a cow or other livestock that needed attention, he was always there 
to help. Naturally an affection for each other grew and they decided that each one needed the 
other. 114 

Bill and Rosa apparently planned a move to Caddo County well in advance of their marriage 
but there was a lot of work to do in a very short time frame in Payne County before the move. A 
week before Christmas 1902, Bill sold half of his homestead to L. Herod and a week after 
Christmas he deeded the other 80 to Ezra Clark.1'5 Rosa's 80 in Payne County was in the 
names of her minor children and not as easily sold; so they rented that land until arrangements 
could be made to sell it.116 


1903 


Six months after Laura's death, in early January 1903, Bill and Rosa traveled to El Reno, 
Oklahoma to be married. They were married on January 3rd, 1903, creating a ten-person 
family, an early version of the Brady Bunch television show, "Wm. Cooke [sic] and Mrs Rosa 


Elm Grove Gleanings, 
Mr. Livergood is on the sick list. 


Wm. Hinkle is building a new resi- 
dence. ° 


The County Superintendent visited 
Elm Grove last week. 


Lem Herod is around selling buggies 
to the people of this community. 

Mr. and Mre. Bastian are visiting 
Mrs. Bastian’s relatives near El Reno. 

Mr. Walford and daughter, Clara, of 
Stillwater, are down visiting old 
friends, 

We are glad to report that a Sunday 
school is to be again organized at Elm 
Grove school house. 

Mr. and Mrs, Cooke gave a party to 
their near neighbors last Thursday and 
all report a fine time. 

The young people serenaded Mr. 
Cooke and bride a couple of nights 
this week. The boys were treated to 
cigars. 


Wim. Cooke and Mrs. Rosa Suggs 
were married last week. We join the 
many friends in wishing them a long 
and happy life. 


29 


Suggs were married last week. We join the many friends in wishing them a long and happy 
life,"117 118 


The weather in El Reno was "generally fair, colder tonight."119 


Suddenly a family of ten, Bill and Rosa returned home to the farms in Payne County and 
celebrated with friends and family, "Wr. and Mrs. Cooke [sic] gave a party to their near 
neighbors last Thursday and all reported a fine time." Music was probably provided by the 
phonograph that Bill won from the Palace drug store in Perkins two years earlier. 

The party was likely a traditional shivaree, usually held a few days after a new couple got 
settled. 120 


According to an online article about wedding customs, "The shivaree was a post-wedding, 
noisy party for the community where the newlyweds were pressed into service as hosts. In 
short, the shivaree was a mock serenade and a roast of the newlyweds. People brought all sorts 
of noisemakers and pots and pans to bang on, and they sang songs and enjoyed refreshments, 
compliments of the newlyweds. Adding to the atmosphere of friendly ribbing and polite 
mockery, nobody bothered to dress up. 


Supposedly, the shivaree was spontaneous and clandestine. However, it was an organized 
spontaneity that wasn’t really a secret. Since the newlyweds were expected to provide the 
refreshments for their own roast, they had to know where to be and what time to be there. 
Community members organized the shivaree by word-of-mouth instructions. Everyone in the 
community had plenty of advance notice for this ‘soontaneous’ post-wedding party, and looked 
forward to the fun. Newlyweds looked forward to the noisy event as well, and they would have 
been insulted at not being forced to host the shivaree."121 


Live music was also provided during the week, "The young people serenaded Mr. Cooke [sic] 
and bride a couple of nights this week. The boys were treated to cigars."'22 Undoubtedly both 
the Suggs and Cook children, now siblings, were involved. Shivaree music was almost always 
loud and raucous and | suspect the two serenades mentioned were similar.123 The lyrics were 
probably made up and specific to Bill and Rosa's situation. | suspect they were kind lyrics, but 
historically they could be pretty rough. 

The trip to El Reno was about more than getting married; they could have been married in 
Stillwater or Perkins. On the day of their wedding, Rosa signed up for 160 acres in Caddo 
County located at the southeast quarter of Section 3 Township 8N, Range 12 west of the Indian 
Meridian near present-day Fort Cobb Lake. She paid $14 purchase money to take over from 
Alvin T. Cook, the original settler on that tract.124 | don't know this Alvin T. Cook or if he is 
related. Apparently Rosa signed up for the homestead before the marriage ceremony as she 
enrolled as 'Mary R. Suggs.'!25 With the important business out of the way, they got married 
too. 

Near the end of January 1903, There was a sale at Bill's farm and Stillwater's Daily Gazette 
reported a good sale, "Mr Wm. Cooke's [sic] sale last Wednesday was well attended and the 
stock sold well."126 
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Bill and Rosa Move to Caddo County 


The Perkins Journal anticipated Bill and Rosa's move with some sadness, "We regret to report 
that Wm. Cook and family are to start for their future home in the new country the first of the 
week, "127 

Based on an estimated wagon speed of 8 to 20 miles per day,'28 they took between 7 and 18 
days to travel the 130 miles from Perkins to Rosa's farm in Caddo County. Given the short 
distance, the two of them alone could very well have pushed their animals toward the 20 miles 
per day estimate. However the eight children on the trip would tend to slow them down 
including... 

* Ella May Cook, age 14 

+ Myrtle May Suggs, age 10 

+ Eva Suggs, age 8 

+ James Moses Cook, age 8 

* Ilva Gertrude Suggs, age 7 

+ Edith P. Cook, age 5 

* Elmer William Cook, age 4 

* Ida Lee Suggs, age 3 

Given the short distance, the large group and Bill and Rosa's experience, | would expect it to 
take them 12 days or so to make the trip, arriving at Rosa's homestead on about February 
21st. However, a two day weather delay in Oklahoma City changed my estimate to 14 days 
total. Assuming just over 10 miles per day and a route that follows the railroads going from 
Perkins to... 

* Guthrie following the A. T. & Santa Fe through Coyle and Russell 

* Oklahoma City following the Atchison & Topeka through Seward, Waterloo, Edmond & Britton 
* Chickasha following the Rock Island & Pacific through Wheatland, Mustang and Tuttle 

* Fort Cobb following the Rock Island & Pacific through Verden and Anadarko 

Oklahoma's weather was mixed during the trip. 


Date Location Weather 
Monday 9 Feb 1903 Perkins, OK Fair, colder tonight! 
Thursday 12 Feb 1903 Guthrie, OK Snow flurried tonight, fair on Friday? 
Sunday 15 Feb 1903 Oklahoma City, OK | Forecast: Unsettled with possibly light snow or rain 
through 17 Feb 1903 Actual: Fog, rain, sleet, snow wind4 
Thursday 21 Feb 1903 Chickasha, OK Recent blizzard was the worst in years; The weather 
moderating somewhat? 
Friday 22 Feb 1903 Anadarko, OK After several days of real cold weather, a moderation 
set in4 
Saturday 23 Feb 1903 Fort Cobb, OK Moderate® 
Table Notes 
1. The Daily Gazette, Stillwater, Oklahoma, Monday Feb 9, 1903, page 1 
2. The Guthrie Daily Leader, Thursday, Feb 12, 1903, page 1 
3. The Daily Oklahoman, Sunday 15 Feb 1903, Page 1 
4. Chickasha Daily Express, Thursday, 19 Feb 1903, Page 1 


The New York Times, Monday 16 Feb 1903, Page 1 
The New York Sun, Monday, 16 Feb 1903, page 1 
Binger Journal, Friday 20 Feb 1903, Page 1 
Anadarko Daily Democrat Saturday 21 Feb 1903 
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GUTHRIE, Oklahoma, Feb. 15. — The 
worst storm of the Winter struck Oklahoma 
about midnight, and has been raging with 
terrific fierceness ever since. leet and 
rain was followed to-day by a driving 
snowstorm, a cold norther. accompanying. 
On account of their good condition, no 
damage to cattle or wheat is expected. 
The rain was preceded by a dense fog, 
the only one known to present residents 
of the Territory. 


ARDMORE, I. T., Feb. 15.—One of the 
worst sleetstorms in years prevails 
throughout this section of the Territory. 
The storm began late last night with a 
decided fall in the temperatyre, following 
the _heavy rains of the pa few days. 
Everything in this part of the Territo 
is covered with ice, and it is believed stoc 


<ainepiceigageemeeaes| api 
WORST IN YEARS, 
Blizzard Sweeps Over Chickasaw Na 
tion Doing Much Damage. 


Special to the Oklahoman. 

Chickasha, I. T., Feb, 16.—One of 
the heaviest blizzards which has visit: 
ed the Chickasaw nation in many years 
struck this town early last evening, and 
until midnight the rain poured in tor- 
rents, freezing as rapidly ag it fell, 
covering the foWn with an icy mantle 
of sleet. As. the rain fell the ther- 
mometer continued to drop and this 
morning registered 15 degrees above 
zero. Towards marning the rain 
changed to sleet, and then to snow 
and by Sunday noon the ground was 
covered to a depth of two or three 
incheg on a level, The snow is badly 
drifted, as a fierce north wind accom- 


will suffer severely. panied the blizzard. The storm is 
ee responsible for much damage, The 
poles and wires of the Independent 
Telephone Co., which owns the local 
exchange, are down all over the city, 
with the tol] lines of both this system 
and the Bel] company badiy wrecked. 
Only one or two tol] lines are in op- 
eration, The Western Union Tele- 
graph Co an! the electric light com- 
pany are also having @ bad time. It 
js not thought that the storm will 
greatly .dan.ave the crops or spring 
garden patches, as the heavy sleet 
forms a thorough protection from the 
cold, 


The family was delayed for a couple of days on the 15th, probably in Oklahoma City, when a 
storm stretching from the Great Lakes to Texas swept through.1!22 According to the New York 
Times, "The worst storm of the Winter struck Oklahoma about midnight, and has been raging 
with terrific fierceness ever since. Sleet and rain was followed today by a driving snowstorm, a 
cold norther accompanying."'3° The land-entry file from the National archives conflicts with my 
estimate of their arrival at Rosa's farm.'3’ Rosa and both witnesses claim that they moved in 
about January 3rd, the day they were married, but that date is not possible and probably was 
done this way to satisfy homesteading requirements. Rosa did officially sign up for the property 
and take responsibility for it on January 3rd. 


The population of Caddo County was about 36,000 based on the 1910 Census, 9,000 more 
than it is in 2023.182 Two days before they arrived at their new home, the Anadarko Daily 
Democrat reported that Fort Cobb was, "to have a fine new elevator."133 Smith Cream and 
Produce Company in Hinton was buying in February...134 

* Hens: $0.115 per pound 


Stags: $0.06 per pound 
Eggs: $0.20 per dozen 
Springs: $0.115 per pound135 
Cox: $0.20 each 

Geese: $0.07 per pound 
Guineas: $.15 each 
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LOCATION OF ROSA'S FARM IN 1903 CADDO COUNTY 
NOTE: THE FARM EAST OF MARY IS A DIFFERENT WILLIAM M. COOK 


34 


Rosa's Homestead Near Fort Cobb Lake 


Long before Fort Cobb Lake was built, the Cook family lived near the eastern edge of the 
current lake. Based on 2023 landmarks, the property is about a mile north of Catfish Cove 
Campground and southeast of Backwoods Bison RV Park. The farm is irrigated now and looks 
to be a good producer. 

Four children were born to Bill and Rosa on this farm... 

* Arthur Carl (3 Oct 1903-18 Feb 1973) 

* Isa Marie (12 Oct 1906-4 Feb 1961) 

+ Evert Read (6 Feb 1909-11 Jul 1995) 

* Ruth Naomi (30 Aug 1910-3 Jan 1998) 


al 


| 


ROSA'S FARM NEAR FORT COBB IN 2016 
WHEN MY BROTHER LYNN AND | DROVE THERE TO LOOK 
THIS IS SOUTHEAST CORNER WHERE THE HOUSE WOULD HAVE BEEN?36 


It must have been a busy spring in 1903 Caddo County. Bill and Rosa were busy making a new 
life for themselves and their children. The previous homesteader, Alvin Cook had not built a 
house even after a year on the property. Bill and Rosa built one soon after arriving and it was 
completed by April according to the patent file. 13” 
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Milking was a regular chore for Bill and Rosa. According to Evert, Rosa "helped milk the cows 
by hand in all kinds of weather. Sometimes the milk was blinky because she had no ice or 
refrigerator. In the summer she put a jar of milk in the spring to keep it cool."138 Ruth's version 
of milking, "Mother milked our own cows, churned the butter and sold the cream that we didn't 
use. 139 

Rosa "churned butter in an old three-gallon crock churn...it took hours going up and down with 
a wooden paddle. When one arm got tired, she would churn with the other."140 

| have had this crock churn for a long time but it has no family history as far as | know. 


CROCK-TYPE CHURN 


36 


| also own a wooden churn that was passed to me by Michael Bruce Dutcher that was 
supposed to have belonged to Nancy Matilda Higginbotham, Bill Cook's mother. This wooden 
churn passed through four generations of the family from Nancy Higginbotham to Rosa to 
Evert to Ruth to Mike and finally to me. 


37 


A few items were left undone back in Payne County as both Bill and Rosa were reported to 
have delinquent personal taxes in a list published in April.141 Personal taxes are taxes on assets 
that are movable such as wagons, livestock and furniture. Real estate taxes are similar but only 
apply to things that are not moveable such as land and houses. 
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DELINQUENT PERSONAL TAXES 

IN BILL AND ROSA'S OLD TOWNSHIP IN PAYNE COUNTY 
According to this legal notice from The Stillwater Advance, Bill owed $4.73 and Rosa $3.45. 
Individually, Bill and Rosa appear to have been above average with respect to the value of 
personal assets among those in their township who were delinquent; the average delinquent 
household in Elm Grove Township owed about $4.25 and Bill and Rosa's combined personal 
taxes of $8.18 would place them near the top of those who owed taxes at this time; only G. A. 
Dooley, ($12.78), John Mass ($12.45), G. H. Rush ($10.36) and M. J. Spellman ($10.06) were 
higher. Elias and Charlie Suggs were also listed in the same report. 
In a hand-written biography about his father, Evert Cook says, "On October 3rd, the same year, 
which was exactly nine months from the day they were married, my older brother Arthur was 
born. We always joked with my brother about him being conceived in a covered wagon."'42 


1904 

Bill and Rosa planted crops starting in 1904.148 
1904 Crop Acres Planted Harvested Estimated Value 2023 Value 
Cotton 20 5 Bales $408 $13,840 
Corn 25 750 bushels $315 $10,680 
Total 45 $723 $24,520 
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The Cotton market was up in 1904 to $0.17 per pound on New York markets.144 Of course, Bill 
and Rosa had to sell locally for less. A standard bale weighs about 480 pounds. Corn prices in 
Tulsa were $0.42 per bushel. Assuming a cash sale, the total income from farming was about 
$700, $24,500 in 2023 inflation-adjusted dollars. They may have had other income sources as 
well, such as cattle and pigs. Also, they may have fed the corn to the livestock rather than 
selling outright. 


1905 


The farming operation in 1905 looked virtually identical to 1904 except the land was already 
broken and it should have been easier to plant. 


1905 Crop Acres Planted Harvested Estimated Value 2023 Value 

| Cotton 20 | 5 Bales $240 $8,230 | 
Corn 25 750 bushels $367 $10,680 
Total 45 $607 $18,910 


Published cotton prices were about 10 cents per pound in 1905 and corn was about 50 cents. 
In 1905, it was time to settle some delayed affairs in Payne County. The $50 per year rental 
income was hardly enough to cover expenses. Two years later, Bill justified selling the 
children's farm, "The taxes on said real estate and the expenses of renting and looking after the 
same practically equals the rent received from said premises."'45 His statement appears to be 
somewhat accurate looking at 1905146 for example... 


Date Item Paid Income 
1905 Taxes $7.65 
1905 Carfare - two trips to Stillwater | $10.67 
1905 Expenses $10.00 

Oct 1905 Rent $50.00 

Totals $28.32 $50.00 


Bill petitioned the Honorable G. B. Phelps, judge of the Probate Court of Caddo County, 
Oklahoma Territory to become the legal guardian of the Suggs children, Myrtle, Eva, Ida and 
lva. See Appendix. This was probably prompted by a need to sell the property in Payne 
County, but also to manage the children's money after the sale. The Petition for Guardianship, 
filed February 25th 1905, mentions the need to manage the children's estate which consisted 
solely of the 80 acre farm in Payne county. Bill signed as 'W. M. Cook' and Rosa signed as 
‘Rosie Cook. ' 

In the midst of all the court appearances for the guardianship and farming, Bill was a witness 
for their neighbor, Wilson P. Schneck, in May 1905 when Schneck applied to prove his 
homestead a half mile southwest of the Cook family in Caddo County. 
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The guardianship legalities moved ahead quickly up to the point where a mistake was 

discovered in the legal description being used. 

* March 11th: Bill put up a $500 bond, backed by C. P. Warner and G. M. Jones,147 and was 
appointed guardian for the Suggs children. 148 

* March 27th: The court-appointed appraisers indicated a value of $1,500 on property in the 
southeast quarter instead of the southwest quarter.149 

* May 15th: Bill petitioned the court to authorize the sale using the wrong legal description.15° 

* May 26th Rosa consented to the sale as the "...next of kin of said minors and the only other 
person interested in said estate..." and signed 'Rosie Cook''5! 

+ June 3rd: Judge Phelps authorized the sale. 

* June 11th: Oops. Bill files a statement with Judge Phelps that, "...by mistake the description 
of the land owned by said minors has been written..." correcting the legal description.152 


1906 


Because of the mistake, sale plans in Payne County had to be cancelled but were taken up 

again a year later. The 1906 process was followed without error. 

* June 30th: Bill filed for permission to sell.153 and Rosa certified that she is the only relative of 
the Suggs children'54 and Judge Phelps authorized the sale. 15° 

+ July 3rd: Judge Phelps ordered a new appraisal since the earlier one was over a year old. 156 

+ July 9th: The appraisers, Ed Clark, J. R. Tipton and Andrew Taylor returned an appraised 
value of $1,500 on the correct legal description.15” 

On July 24, 1906 the guardianship sold Rosa's 80 acres in Payne County to J. W. Vermillion.158 

The sale price of $1,350 is equivalent to about $11,900 or $149 per acre in 2023 dollars which 

seems like a very low price to me given the presence of oil production on surrounding 

properties today. 

In 1906 Harlow Umbarger bought a farm from Rudolf Uhl across the road south of the current 

location of Camp George Thomas, west of Boone, Oklahoma. That farm was to become an 

important part of Bill and Rosa's life a few years later. A daughter, Isa Marie Cook was born on 

October 12th. 

Bill and Rosa expanded their tillable land in 1906 to a total of 49 acres, 22 in cotton and 27 in 


corn. 


1906 Crop Acres Planted Harvested Estimated Value 2023 Value 

| Cotton 22 51/2 Bales $264 $8,850 | 
Corn 27 | 810 bushels $405 $13,580 
Total 49 $669 $22,430 


Cotton was selling for between 10 and 10.75 cents per pound and corn was about 50 cents 
per bushel in early July. 

Bill filed his first report on the financial status of the Suggs children in early 1907 for 
expenditures in 1905 and 1906. 
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1905 AND 1906 FINANCIAL 
REPORT FOR SUGGS 
CHILDREN GUARDIANSHIP 
FILED 1907159 
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The financial report shows a total revenue of $1,400 dollars including $50 rent for 1905 and the 
farm sale that closed September 1, 1901. Expenditures were mostly related to the sale of the 
farm but Bill also bought a horse for the children to ride to school. 


Paid Farm Sale Court Costs Taxes Other 
| Court Costs $35.00 | 

1901-1905 $59.90 

Attorney Fees $45.00 

Sales Fees $30.00 

Trips to Stillwater $41.25 

Abstract $6.50 

Publication $10 

Appraisals $6.00 

Commission to Bill $22.50 

Horse for Children to ride to school $81.00 

Total $138.75 $35.00 $59.90 $103.50 

1907 


In 1907 Bill served as judge for the primary election in Cobb Township along with Charles H. 
Cheatham.16° 

Bill and Rosa modestly expanded their plantable acres once again in 1907, increasing both 
cotton and corn acreage by 2 acres. 


1907 Crop Acres Planted Harvested Estimated Value 2023 Value 


Cotton 24 6 Bales $345 $11,700 


Corn 29 | 870 bushels $435 $13,970 
Total 53 $780 $25,670 


Both prices and the increased harvest boosted Bill and Rosa's income for the year. Corn prices 
were steady but the additional 60 bushels helped. Cotton prices were higher in 1907 versus 
1906 at about 12 cents per pound. 

In October Myrtle and Eva developed an interest in music and Bill bought a Peerless organ for 
$65.00. Peerless organs were made by Foley and Williams in Chicago and advertised in Topeka 
for $55 new'61 and in Mangum, Oklahoma for $40, "...with patent Pipe Tone this one of the 
handsomest reed organs made..." |t is not clear if there were different models of Peerless 
organs but $65 is about $2,000 in 2023 dollars and should have bought a fairly good new 
organ. The organ was listed in later reports as an asset for all the children but Myrtle and Eva 
were apparently the only ones using it as they were charged with the music fee. 
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PEERLESS ORGAN EXAMPLE 
The financial report for the Suggs children filed in February 1908 for items since early 1907 
looks much different than the 1907 real-estate-focused report. The $1,062.85 from the previous 
report was carried forward and $28.40 in interest was added resulting in $1,091.25 total cash 
for the Suggs children. Some general payment items are listed that apply to the four children 
equally which leaves a convenient $1,000 to split four ways. After this point, expenditures are 
detailed for each child. 


Item Myrtle (age 15) Eva (age (13) Iva (age 12) Ida (age 8) 
| Balance 1/10/1907 $250.00 $250.00 $250.00 $250.00 | 
School books tablets, etc $7.40 $0.95 $2.20 $7.30 
Clothing, shoes 33.83 $33.20 $12.32 $9.40 
Cash $0.50 $0.00 $3.00 $0.00 
Board $16.00 $16.00 $16.00 $16.00 
Personal $1.35 $1.60 $0.40 $0.00 
Dentist $6.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Music Fee $9.50 $9.50 $0.00 $0.00 
Total $74.58 $61.25 $33.92 $32.70 


Balance 2/10/1908 $175.42 $188.75 $216.08 $217.30 
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It is interesting to see the varied interests of the children probably largely based on their age. 
Myrtle and Eva were 15 and 13 respectively and their largest items were clothing including 
shoes, dresses, hats, bonnets and aprons. Interestingly, bonnets were purchased in the days or 
weeks before Easter each year. They were likely worn for the first time on Easter Sunday at the 
South Methodist Church in Fort Cobb. Both Myrtle and Eva purchased a 'waist' which is a new 
term to me. According to Wikipedia, "the word waist was a term common in the United States 
for the bodice of a dress or for a blouse or woman's shirt." The two younger girls, lva and lda, 
spent less on clothing. In terms of personal items, there were four purchases of combs 
between Myrtle and Eva, but none for Ilva and Ida. Ilva was the only one of the sisters who had 
purchases of candy and beads. 


A YARD OF PRISCILLA SHIRT WAIST DESIGNS 
=a iA ES =e 3 AK > 
ae 


EXAMPLES OF WAIST DESIGNS'62 
| don't know exactly where the family shopped, but Fort Cobb is a likely choice for them since 
the children went to school there. Wary & Company advertised, "New shirt waists from $1.50 to 
$4.50...a remarkable line of the newest designs in shirtwaists made of excellent quality lawns, 
cross bar nainsook and lingerie cloth."'63 Wary seems like the best source for the types of 
things the children bought even though the 1905 advertisement is the only one | found. 
There were also two mercantiles located in downtown Fort Cobb... 
* Hite Mercantile Co. advertised "Groceries, Dry Goods, Boots, Shoes, Hats, Caps, Men's and 
Boy's clothing. "16 
* Fort Cobb Mercantile Co. was owned by Senator Menefee and advertised "Boots and Shoes, 
Dry Goods, Groceries & Flour."16 
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1908 


COOK FAMILY ABOUT JUNE 1908 PROBABLY IN FORT COBB’ 167 
STANDING L TO R: 1. IVA GERTRUDE SUGGS, 2. MYRTLE MAY SUGGS, 4. EDITH P. COOK, 5. 
ELMER WILLIAM COOK, 6. ELLA MAY COOK, 7. JAMES MOSES COOK, 8. EVA SUGGS, 
SEATED L TO R: 3. WILLIAM MOSES COOK, 12. ARTHUR CARL COOK, 11. MARY ANN [READ] 
COOK, 10. ISA MARIE COOK, 9. IDA LEE SUGGS168 

In April 1908, Aldrich Photograph Company opened a studio in the Big Four Hall in Fort Cobb. 
The Big Four Hall, on the main street in Fort Cobb, was used for several different types of 
events such as church, dances, political meetings, school benefits; in one article it is called 
‘Big Four Opera Hall.’ Aldrich's advertisement in the Fort Cobb Record said, "Our agent, G. S. 
Slingerland, ‘The Little Man,' will call on you with a line of our samples offering you special 
rates..." | suspect that Slingerland called on Rosa and Bill in April or May. Apparently the idea 
and the pricing was attractive. The family sat for a photo probably at the 'Big Four Hall’ in Fort 
Cobb in about June 1908. In the photo, the older girls appear to be wearing their recently- 
purchased waists, ribbons and combs. 
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In 1908, Bill and Rosa increase the number of acres in production again. The consistency of 
the increase may indicate that four acres was about all that could be cleared in one season. 
Cotton markets were steady at about 11 1/2 cents per pound and corn was reported strong on 
national markets at 75 cents per bushel. 


1908 Crop Acres Planted Harvested Estimated Value 2023 Value 


Cotton 26 6 1/2 Bales $359 $11,750 


Corn 31 | 930 bushels $697 $22,870 


Total 57 $1056 $34,620 


In 1908, Bill visited Anadarko as a ‘business caller’ according to The Daily Democrat. 169 
The February 1909 guardianship report covering 1908 indicates that a total of $227.56 was 
spent on all four Suggs children. The items are similar to the previous report except for... 

* Anew charge for 'general expense’ of $3.25 for each girl 

+ Increased board for school at Fort Cobb from $16 to $24 per child 

* No music charges 


Item Myrtle (age 16) Eva (age (14) Iva (age 13) Ida (age 9) 
| Balance 2/10/1908 $175.42 $188.75 $216.08 $217.30 | 
School books tablets, etc $4.95 $3.50 $3.00 $3.00 
Clothing, shoes, hats $37.65 $25.65 $22.51 $12.20 
Cash $0.35 $0.35 $0.25 $0.00 
Board $24.00 $24.00 $24.00 $24.00 
Personal $0.60 $1.90 $0.35 $0.00 
Dentist/Medicine $1.30 $1.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Music Fee $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
General Expense $3.25 $3.25 $3.25 $3.25 
Total $72.10 $59.65 $53.36 $42.45 


Balance 1/26/1909 $103.32 $129.10 $162.72 $174.85 


49 
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Form approved. by the Secretary of the Interior, November 28, 1908. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 


Marv R.. Cook, formerly & Mary RB. Suges, 36 


QUESTION “2. Are you 2 native-born citizen of the United States, and 
if so, in what State or Territory were you born?. (if foreign born, see 


" Note 1.) 
ANSWER. __ Wes. Arkansas 4 perenne ien 2 
. QUESTION 3. Are you the same person who made Homestead Entry. No. 
Gok sents, «ae tne £2 Bh Bene. 8a ee Land Office on the 
ee Se aay PEL a Jan , 19.2%, for the 
I 2 ann OR 


en Sn Gono __, Sect ion_8 eee 3 


bh, Range 7“. 3 
ANSWER. Yes. eee ara 
QUESTION 4. {a) Are you married or single? ANSWER. ‘married 

: (by) If married, of whom does your family consist? 

answer. yself, husbend and ten children 


(c) If a married woman, ‘state whether your husband now has an 
unperfected homestead entry, and during what time he has 
resided on this land with you? 

F ha i nis land near 

Core he ae olen 

QUESTION 5. (a) When did you first establish actual residence upon 
this land?. ae “ ; : ; 


answer, About April, 1805 : 
- (¢) Have either you or your family ever been absen 
cs homestead since establishing residence? . 
“answer: sno Eee 


| (a) -If there has been such absence 
each absence; and as to each absence state whether. you, 
your family, or ‘both, were thus absent and the reason for 
each such absence? 


ANSWER. 


i ie ng Acoma! 
# 


61528 


Weiceh 


1909 


Evert was born in early 1909. The family began to experience some financial pressure about 
this time and in January, J. L. Foley sued Bill and Rosa.1”° Judge Jorgenson found in favor of 
Foley and a judgement was entered for $85 plus interest and costs of $32.90. 

In July Bill was witness for Newton Lindquest, a neighbor who homesteaded a half mile west of 
the Cooks in an area now in the flood zone of Fort Cobb Lake.1”1 

The 1909 guardianship report filed in 1910 shows that the Suggs daughters continued to 
spend money from the guardianship for essential items. 


Item Myrtle (age 17) Eva (age (15) Iva (age 14) Ida (age 10) 
| Balance 1/26/1909 $103.32 $129.10 $162.72 $174.85 | 
*School books tablets, etc $5.30 $5.30 $5.30 $8.35 
Clothing, shoes, hats $41.04 $33.50 $20.80 $11.75 
*Cash $0.70 $0.70 $0.70 $0.70 
Board $25.00 $25.00 $25.00 $25.00 
*Personal $1.40 $0.92 $0.30 $0.35 
Dentist/Medicine $0.00 $33.25 $0.00 $0.00 
*Music Fee $1.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1.00 
General Expense $3.25 $3.25 $3.25 $3.25 
Total $77.69 $101.92 $55.35 $50.40 
Balance 4/7/1910 $25.63 $27.18 $107.37 $124.45 


*Not reported in detail; estimated from other children or previous years 

Myrtle and Ida apparently continued to play the organ and purchased some music. 

Board for summer school increased but not nearly as much as last year. 

The 1910 report shows that Eva was sick and started taking medicine the previous July. The 
invoice doesn't mention a doctor or pharmacist but McPheeter's Drug in Fort Cobb’”2 is a 
likely choice. The prescribing Doctor was probably Dr. George M. Johnson, son of State 
Senator, Dr. George O. Johnson of Fort Cobb.'73 The invoice lists prescriptions and items that 
would indicate a fever. There were scattered reports of typhoid fever in the Fort Cobb area 
during the summer including...174 

1 May, Allcot Bryan, son of Prof. Bryan 

5 Jun, Mrs. Geo Sigmon 

17 Jul, Little Mabel Siehndel 

31 Jul, Earnest Hay 

18 Sep, Mary Winstone 

23 Oct, Mary Winstone's parents 

If Eva had typhoid, the standard of treatment in 1908, before antibiotics, was, "...complete bed 
rest, a diet of regular and healthy meals and the intake of plenty of water."175 

The date on the pharmacy bill is a little confusing as it is dated 1907 near the top, 1909 above 
the items and claimed in the 1910 guardianship report for money spent in 1909. | am assuming 
1909 is correct. Eva's $19.00 doctor bill and $14.25 medicine bill totaled $33.25, over $1,000 in 
2023 inflation-adjusted dollars. 


52 


Before July 17, 1908 Castor Oil $0.20 

July 17, 1908 | RX 10689 & 90 @ $0.85 | About every 2 days for a month $13.05 
each refill 

July 19, 1908 Thermometer $1.00 

Total $14.25 
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CONTRA. : 


AA /.......a8ks to be credited with the following sums, paid out as per receipts exhibited: 
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The number of acres increased in 1909 substantially, six more acres of cotton and 7 more 
acres of corn. Corn was selling for about 70 cents per bushel and cotton for about 10 cents per 


pound. 


1909 Crop Acres Planted Harvested Estimated Value 2023 Value 

| Cotton 32 | 8 Bales $384 $12,740 | 
Corn 38 570 bushels $399 13,230 
Total 70 $783 25,970 


The 1909 corn crop was only half the 30 bushel-per-acres they were expecting. At $0.70 per 
bushel, Bill and Rosa had a disappointing crop, almost $400 less than expectations, $13,000 in 
today's dollars. The rest of the county was reporting large crops of corn, so much that they had 
a hard time harvesting cotton.'76 | don't know why Bill and Rosa's farm didn't compare with the 
others. There was some talk of an early dry spell that turned around later in the spring that 
produced a lot of weeds.177 It could be that the virgin soil of Caddo County was wearing out a 
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bit after five years of the same crop; it doesn't appear that they were rotating crops as the year- 
to-year acreage seems too consistent. Pests such as corn worm are also encouraged by 
planting the same field years in a row. | have found no evidence of a tornado or hail that might 
have caused a 50% loss. 


Recap of Homesteading Activities 


The patent file for Rosa's homestead provides a lot of information about their activities since 
moving there in 1903. Overall, the farming operation between 1904 and 1909 was pretty 
successful for Bill and Rosa. They took a pretty big hit in their second year because of a 
decline in cotton prices, which they made up by adding acreage in the third year. In 1908, there 
was a windfall from the increased prices of corn but they went back to a normal income in 
1909 after a poor corn crop. 


Crop 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 


Cotton acres planted 20 20 22 24 26 32 
Cotton bales harvested 5 5 5 1/2 6 6 1/2 8 
Corn acres planted 25 25 27 29 31 38 


Corn Bushels harvested 


$0.17 $.0.10 $0.10 $0.12 $0.115 $0.10 


Cotton Price/Pound 


Corn Price/Bushel $0.75 


Total acres in cultivation 


Total Value | $24,520 $15,620 $22,430 $25,670 $34,620 $25,970 


In addition to farming and building a house, Bill and Rosa fenced the entire property, built a 
barn, dug a well and planted an orchard before filing for a patent in January 1910.178 The 
house, bar, well and orchard were located in the southwest part of the property and most of the 
farming was distributed around the rest of the farm. 

Marvin Cook, Rosa's brother-in-law testified in support of Rosa's application for Patent. He 
confirmed the information in Rosa's application. John Roylance of Fort Cobb also provided the 
same testimony. John Roylance was Rosa's son-in-law who was married to Ella May Cook. | 
am not certain how the government defined ‘related,’ but both Marvin and John said that they 
were not related to Rosa. 
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1910 


On February 1, 1910, William was sued by J. L. Foley again in Caddo County Case number 
1570.19 The Cook family was listed in the census taken by John M. Clifford on May 11, 1910. 
According the the census, Bill owned the farm free of any mortgages; so the financial troubles 
must have been related to something else. The census also reveals that Bill was working for 
himself as a farmer -- no surprise -- and that he could read and write; so our assumption about 
attending school back in lowa and Nebraska was probably correct. 

Ruth Naomi Cook was born to Bill and Rosa in August.'89 Sometime in the 1970s, Merry Orr, 
Ruth's granddaughter, asked for answers to a simple genealogy questionnaire. According to 
Ruth she was named 'Ruth Naomi' because, "My mother said they couldn't agree on a name 
and picked these two from a hat. I'm sure she was joking."'®" 

There was no report filed for the Suggs guardianship in 1910 but a report was filed for both 
1910 and 1911 on January 1, 1912. This report lacks details for Myrtle and Eva lumping all 
expenses into "For School purposes, board & cash" and closing out their guardianship money. 
The organ was sold for $20 and the proceeds of $5 each were added to the accounts for 
Myrtle, Eva, Ida and lva. 


Item Myrtle (age 19) Eva (age (17) Iva (age 16) Ida (age 12) 
| Balance 4/7/1910 $25.63 $27.18 107.37 124.45 | 

+ Organ Sold $5.00 $5.00 $5.00 $5.00 

Balance including Organ $30.63 $32.18 112.37 129.45 
| School books tablets, etc $5.50 $3.20 

Clothing, shoes, hats 17.85 13.95 

Cash $5.00 $4.50 

Board (1910 and 1911) $48.00 $48.00 

Personal 

Dentist/Medicine 

Music Fee 

General Expense 

School purposes, board & $30.63 $32.18 $0.00 $0.00 

cash 

Total Spent $30.63 $32.18 $76.35 $69.65 

Balance 1/1/1912 $0.00 $0.00 $36.02 $59.80 


On October 10th, the United States issued a patent to Rosa for the property near Fort Cobb 
Lake. 
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1911 


In 1911, Bill was a witness for Thomas F. Cummings who filed to prove the claim on his 
homestead in Section 14, about two miles south of the Cook homestead.182 Cummings’ claim 
is now under the water of Fort Cobb Lake west of Sunset Cove Marina. On April 24, 1911, Bill 


Flcyd Carlisle, who lives west of 
Oney, came near “passing in his 
checks” a week ago Thursday. He 
was hauling 5,000 pounds of cotton 
seed to Ft. Cobb with four ‘horses. 
Something went wrong with the har- 
ness on the front team as he reached 
Wiiliam Cook’s place. Carlisle fixed 
the harness. On his way back to 
mount the wagon, he stepped on a 
I" cuble tree, frightening the horses. 
to cel, and a pair of the wagon 
I ieeis ran over him, breaking his 
reht thigh just abeve the Knee and 
bruising his left hip considerably. 
ly. Shoun, who was called from Oney, 
@ressed the injuries, and Carlisle, at 
‘ast accounts, was getting along pret- 
ty well. He is 19 years of age. 


had his nine-year-old mare, Bess, serviced by Paxico, a stallion owned by G. D. Lovell which 
resulted in a colt the next year. The cost was $10 which increased to $11.95 by the time the 
account was settled out of Bill's estate. 

On the 8th of July, Harlow Umbarger got a patent on his property in the Slick Hills west of 
Boone. At the end of July Bill and Rosa signed a mortgage to Oklahoma Farm Mortgage 
Company for $1,700 covering the farm near Fort Cobb. The loan called for 6% interest. They 
signed a second mortgage with the same lender on the same day for $170 at 10% interest. 
According to the family story told by Evert Cook, "My dad traded our sandy-land farm, 160 
acres, even up for 160 acres of grassland in the Slick Hills, west of Apache, Oklahoma. "183 On 
December 9th, Bill and Rosa signed a deed to Harlow J. Umbarger for Rosa's farm near Fort 
Cobb for $5,000. On the same day, Harlow | Umbarger and his wife Mary L. Umbarger deeded 
their Slick Hills property to Bill for a consideration of $2,500. 184 
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1912 


Two months after trading farms with Harlow Umbarger, Michael F. Umbarger deeded an 
additional 160 acres to Bill for a consideration of $150; This land was just south of the earlier 
property in the same section. Michael Umbarger didn't receive the patent on this property until 
July which cleared up the title for Bill and Rosa. 

There was some excitement in early January 2012 when Floyd Carlisle was hauling 5,000 
pounds of cotton seed to Fort Cobb. Carlisle stopped in front of the Cook homestead to adjust 
the harness on his team. The horses were spooked and Carlisle broke his leg.185 
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The Rock House Near Boone 

On Saturday, the 3rd of February 1912, the family moved to a rock house in the slick hills near 
Boone, Oklahoma, just south of Camp George Thomas, "/ was three years old three days after 
we moved to the Slick Hills." There was a wind storm on the day they moved and it blew in 
colder weather. The Anadarko American reported, "/n the storm Saturday, the wind reached a 
velocity of 72 miles and hour, which was the highest rate maintained for five minutes since the 
weather bureau was established. The thermometer showed 9 degrees above zero Saturday 
night." 
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Evert Cook was too young to remember the weather but tells the story of the move, "We were 
driving two horses hitched to an open topped hack. A hack was heavier than a buggy and 
lighter than a wagon. A hack had two seats when they were new and a top. Our hack had one 
seat removed and the back bed used as we use a pickup truck today. When we reached our 
new home, old man Umbarger was waiting for us in the back yard. Papa and Mr. Umbarger 
immediately started to build a bench for we kids to sit on at meal time. Three little kids ate our 
meals on that old bench until we were grown."186 

The rock house must have felt really cold that first night. In an article for Prairie Lore Evert 
describes his mother's efforts to keep out the cold, "The walls were covered with newspaper, 
stuck on with flour paste. She [Rosa] stuffed rags in the cracks around the windows with a case 
knife to keep out the cold wind in the winter."187 
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Evert continues, "/ remember the old house. It had two rooms downstairs and two rooms 
upstairs. [The house] was lighted with kerosene lamps, usually one in each room. And if we 
were one chimney short, it was always upstairs in the boys room. The barn was made with 
some posts in the ground with hog wire stretched and nailed to both sides of the post with 
kaffir cane stalks placed between the hog wire. Hog wire was stretched over the top with 
bundles of kaffir corn laid on top. It was not much of a barn but it served as a wind break. We 
dug a water well where we pumped water by hand into a round tank for the livestock.'88 Before 
the well, they carried water from Cook Creek, a couple of hundred yards from the house. 189 
"There was also an outhouse, "My room, like the others, had the customary night pot under the 
bed, but rather than use it, | felt my way in the dark down the stairs and out into the yard. Rain 
or snow hindered these trips considerably."'99 For the Prairie Lore story Evert left out the story 
of a very cold night when he chose not to go out into the yard. The last time we saw Evert in 
about 1989, to the horror of his wife Ruby, he told me, "One time it was so cold that | opened 
the window and peed, closed the window and jumped back into bed. The next morning when 
we went to church, there was a frozen yellow streak down the front of the house and everybody 
could see what | did."1%" 
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Ruth's description of the house is similar, if less colorful, to Evert's, "We moved to the Rock 
house when | was 1 1/2 years old. It was 10 miles west of Apache, OK in the foothills of the 
Wichita Mountains. It was a two-story rock house -- 3 rooms up -- two big ones down. The 
rocks came from the mountains east of it. The floors were large rock slabs (at least the kitchen 
was) and the upstairs was mostly unfinished. The stairway went up the east side of the house 
and underneath was this place that had a curtain over the door. We called this the ‘dark hole.' 
The three bedrooms were off from the hallway. The south room was for me and Isa. The 
northwest was Evert and Arthur. The north room extra and mamma and Rubey slept downstairs 
on a feather bed that made into a couch when we had company. The kitchen was large with a 
big wood-burning stove, a cabinet, a west window with lots of house plants, a long table on the 
south with a long bench for the kids and chairs for company. A door went out of the east side 
and..." Ruth continues, "We all drank from the same dipper! In the late afternoon we had chairs 
outside on the east side of the house (more rock slabs) where it was cooler. Mother cooked a 
big meal at noon and enough to keep in the warming (closet). | don't think that is the name 
(oven), just an enclosure in the back of the stove." 
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NORTH 


SECOND FLOOR 
Probably once a week, Rosa took the dirty clothes down to the creek where she washed them 
in a cast-iron pot. According to Evert, "She boiled the clothes in the old black washpot, down 
on the creek near the spring branch...she dragged dead limbs from the creek to build the fire 
around the washpot. She dipped the water in a bucket from the spring and filled the pot and 
washtub. She rubbed the overalls on the rub board with homemade lye soap."'92 The 'black 
washpot' that Evert describes had a life after washing overalls. When we lived at 607 West 
Oklahoma in Anadarko, my father asked the local welder, Oscar Humphries, to build a metal 
stand on wheels and inset the old black pot in the top. For many years, we ate grilled 
hamburgers every Saturday night cooked on this same pot. At some point, the pot was retired 
to my brother, Lynn's, back yard in Norman, Oklahoma. That is where it was the last time | saw 
it. My nephew, Greg Hall, who lives there now, says that the pot has been passed along to his 
daughter, Ashley, Bill and Rosa's great great granddaughter. Evert continues, "She filled the 
rinse tub and rinsed her clothes and wrung them out by hand...she hung her clothes on the 
barbed wire fence, because we had no clothesline nor clothespins."198 
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ROSA'S 'BLACK WASH POT' 


| am not certain what kinds of games the Cook children played but | know a few things based 
on pictures or artifacts left behind. 


My mother played with dolls. Several of them were passed down to Ann Lyn Hall. The smaller 
ones are called 'Penny Dolls.’ Most of the others are delicate and in original clothing; The doll 
experts told us that it was better to just admire them rather than to attempt any restoration. 
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We had one of Rubey's dolls marked 'Nippon' with fixed legs and articulating arms restored in 
2022. 'Nippon' is the Japanese word for 'Japan' and was used after 1891 when the McKinley 
Tariff Act was passed. After 1915, the words 'Made in...' were added. In 1921 US Customs 


required country names to be in English and the word 'Japan' was used instead of 'Nippon.' 
That narrows the time of this doll to between 1891 and 1921, probably before 1915. Rubey was 
born in 1913. So this doll may have been used by Isa (born 1906) and Ruth (born 1910) and 
passed down to Rubey. 


In the spring, the slick hills are covered by flowers called Indian Blanket. In 1989, Evert Cook 
told me that the children used to pull the petals off one of these flowers to see what they would 
become when they grew up. 

They named an occupation with each petal they pulled... 

Rich man, Poor Man, 
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Beggar Man, Thief. 

Doctor, Lawyer, 

Indian Chief. 

It looks like there was an almost infinite amount of raw material to play this game. In my version 
of the 1916 family portrait in front of the rock house, | painted a flower with some loose petals 
at Evert's feet to remind me of the last time we saw him. 

The Oklahoma Farm Mortgage Company sued Bill and Rosa in case number 2414 in Caddo 
County, Oklahoma about 1912, presumably a foreclosure. We didn't find this suit in the Caddo 
County courthouse and don't have any additional details. 
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WILLIAM MOSES COOK, 

BERWIN, OKLAHOMA, 1912 
Sometime in 1912, Bill drove a herd of horses and mules to Ardmore, Oklahoma. According to 
Evert Cook, "He drove a herd of horses and mules from Cook Creek to Ardmore, Oklahoma, 
and traded them for seventy acres of land. The picture of my dad, Bill Cook, was taken in 1912 
near Ardmore, Oklahoma, at a little town called Berwyn. The name has since been changed to 
Gene Autry."'% Included in this picture is a horseshoe hanging on the fence to Bill's right. and a 
Santa Fe Railroad boxcar in the background. This photo was probably taken at the home of 
Oleva [Cook] and her husband William R. Brock who lived in Berwyn with their five children.195 
Evert continues, "Note his clothes. They look like he had ridden a horse in them for months. "196 
As soon as it was warm enough in the spring, Rosa planted a garden, "She planted beans, 
peas and okra." She also set out cabbage and tomato plants from seeds she started in "an old 
dishpan"'9” back in the winter. 
In April 1912, Bill was mentioned as a 'business visitor’ to Apache. 198 
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In June 1912, Bill purchased 78.06 acres at a public sale of Lots 3 and 4 in Section 19, 
Township 5 north of Range 12 West of the Indian Meridian. The property was originally 
homesteaded by Michael F. Umbarger and is located just south of the rock house. 


1913 


On January 2nd Bill and his brother, Walter, paid $1,200 to purchase 160 acres in Section 14 
Township 5 North of Range 13 from L. F. Toney; this property was just west of Bill and Rosa's 
Boone property and they kept it for over two years. 

On April 21st Oklahoma Farm Mortgage sued Bill and Rosa for $56.65 on a note backed by the 
second mortgage they took out on the Fort Cobb property back in July 1911.199 A month later, 
the mortgage was released.200 

In the fall of each year, Bill would butcher a hog and Rosa, "...rendered lard from the fat of the 
hogs...she made her own dishwashing soap from the cracklings.We always had liver and onions 


for dinner,"201 
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DR. D. D. WEISER 


ce over State Bank 


On the day after Thanksgiving, November 28, 1913, my mother, Rubey Della Cook, was born at 
home in the rock house in Bill and Rosa's 1880s iron bed. Dr. D. D. Weiser attended the birth 
and charged $10.00 as shown on the first line of his statement.2°2 There were apparently no 
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follow-up visits. According to an advertisement in the Apache paper, Dr. Weiser was located in 


Apache in an, "Office over State Bank," apparently above the current Apache Historical Society 
Museum. 


Note: Rubey's name is misspelled as 'Ruby' in various documents and | have used the correct 
spelling throughout. 


BILL AND ROSA'S BED AFTER 2023 RESTORATION OF THE HEADBOARD 


In December 1913, Bill and his half brother, Walter, purchased three properties about nine miles 
due west of the rock house in Kiowa County at public auction... 


1. North half of the northeast quarter of Section 29, Township 5 north of Range 14 west of the 
Indian Meridian 


66 


2. Northeast quarter of the southeast quarter, the northwest quarter of the northeast quarter 
and the south half of the northeast quarter of section 28, township 5 north of range 14 west 
of the Indian Meridian 

3. North half of the northeast quarter of section 29 township 5 north of range 14 west of the 
Indian Meridian 


1914 


Despite their move to the rock house west of Apache near Boone, Bill and Rosa maintained 
personal and business relationships in Fort Cobb. At the end of April, 1914, Bill and Rosa spent 
the night with their daughter, "Mrs. Walter Sparks of Rural Fort Cobb."2°3 They also continued 
to bank with Caddo County Bank in Fort Cobb.2% D. L. Burkett of the Washita Valley Bank in 
Fort Cobb later served as administrator to Bill's estate. 

According to notes from Ruth Naomi [Cook] Dutcher, "/da contracted spinal meningitis when 
she was very young and was never a healthy person. She probably died as a result of the 
meningitis. "295 Some of the doctor bills in 1914 are probably related to Ida's treatment. On April 
6, Dr. Weiser checked and found "2 braces on foot up to date." Eight months later on 
December 14th, Dr. Weiser charged $1 to "prep. & Brace." 


1915 


On April 28, 1915, Bill signed a note to W H. Wolfenberger for stud fees for a three-year-old 
light brown mare. The stallion was named 'Brown' and the total fee was $15.00. In July Bill 
apparently hired his son-in-law, W. T. Sparks from Fort Cobb, a 'man and saddle' for $83.50 
and paid $40.00 in December. 

On June 8th, Bill and Walter sold the 160 acres that they had purchased from L. F. Toney in 
1913 for a $600 profit; The buyer was R. M. Cavett.206 

Perhaps attempting to consolidate his debt, Bill signed a note with the Caddo County Bank at 
the end of the year on December 29, 1915, for $1,600.00.297 It is not certain what this money 
was used for, but it may have been used to get out of the lawsuits filed and other debts. 

Bill put up six horses, three mules and twenty seven cattle as collateral for the note. The details 
from this mortgage show at least a part of the family's livestock holdings and Bill's brand which 
looks like a rocking sail boat or a stylized rocking 44; the brands were all on the left hip. 
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hereinafter, designated as mortgagor, to THE CADDO COUNZ® BANK, of Fort Cobb, Caddo County, Oklahoma, hereinafter designated 


As mortgagee, Witnesseth: Q 
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One note for.."*= Dollars, due_=_. YS 


One note for... 


-Dollars, due. 


One mote fOr. .....eeseee-seeveneeeeeee 
the same bearing......... 12. ee 


renewals thereof, payable to the order of said mortgagee and signed by said mortgagor, together with all otlfer indebtedness now owing or 


...per cent. interest per annum from. AP 4 


which may hereafter be owing by said mortgagor to said mortgagee as hereinafter mentioned and described, then this mortgage to be void, 


otherwise to remain in full force and virtue. 


ae is further understood and agreed by and petncee the said mortgagor and said mortgagee that this conveyance shall and docs include all of the increase of the above- 

It is further understood and agreed that should the above indebtedness by mutual agreement hereafter be renewed, or should said mortgagor, individually 

or Pesan be peor, indebted to said mortgagee in any other sum or sums of money in addition to that above mentioned, this conveyance shall and does constitute a lien on 
all of the above-described propert: 0.3 secure the payment of any or alf such renewals and such additional sum or sums and shall be as binding against the p1 Broperey bereia herein- 


above described as if such renewals and such additional Bin oneal eats described in accurate detail herein, it being the intention of the parties hereto that 
is and does secure all of the indebtedness now o1 by said mortgagor to said mor and all indebtedness which said mortgagor may owe in the future to said mortgagee 
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carne or should the above-described property be sold or in any manner disposed of by said mortgagor or taken possession of by virtue of any legal proceeding, or should 
said mortgagor oes or ta or any ole ak to be done aHiGHal in the judgment Of said fle oe has the effect to inne or jeopardize the sighiea aad i terenta of 
said peneueagee nce the said mort r fail or refuse, in the judgment of said mortgagee, to properly feed, preserve and care for any or all of the 
above-d ecite hen an ‘in such event or events sui d mortgagor by by these presents agrees, at tho request of said mortgagee, or its duly authorized agent, to furnish 
additional security for ve-described indebtedness to said eS ares to the cutlte ea ernctioe of Ae mortgagee or its duly author agent, should such - 
tional security not be reste within 10 days are ies or verbal demand to said mo: or by said rooetee aes or its authorized ts or other holder of said indebt- 
edness, then and in such event all the indebtedness of said mya individual or joint, as above mentioned, mortgagee, shall, at the option of said mortgagee or other 
holder “ said indebtedness, Peer fault rane due and payable, and ee said nyment of ay proceed at once to take possession of said Property and to foreclose this mort- 


en Or atternpt, to soll or dispose of said property or any thereof, or remove the 
same Fram ae County in which it is now ren or if at any, time eee ney or the the alee holder or owner of said above-described indebtedness or any renewals 


applied, it, in ee nt of all reasonal ie costa, and expenses pate in ae 0} i anon tie said pro] ta forecloniog (ite » including 
anateorney’ rs fee of 10 per cent. me the amount of the indebtedness then secured by this mor Resend oe the p it nae or sums of money, ee interest, 
hereby secured; the remainder, if any there be, to be returned to said mort, op ‘Until sai rng pee ‘of the above-described property under this 
mortgage, said mi condition atte the expense of said mortgagor. Said m ir warrants 
the title to the and represents that said roperty wat ‘abealutel ‘all tiens and encumbrances of every nature whatsoever, and further repre- 
i a abe do described pile ee that ¢] perty are true and correct, and that such representations 

from the said boverdescribed property or any part thereof from its present 


1916 


The weather was cold in late January 1916 and a light snow made for good rabbit hunting.2% 


By Mid February people all over Caddo County were turning over their gardens and high 
temperatures in Apache were reported in the mid 70s 
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Bill Dies 


About February 14th, 1916, Bill got sick with typhoid fever.2°9 There was one purchase from 
Black's Pharmacy in Apache as early as January 16th but a series of purchases started on 
February 13th and ended on February 24th.219 Black's was owned by Ira A. Black and located 
on the corner of Evans and Cobb Lake directly east of the State Bank in Apache;2"1 the current 
address is 102 West Evans Avenue. The purchases include 'medicine’ on the 13th, 15th, 16th, 
19th and 24th. A $1 bag of ice was purchased on February 23rd and more ice and grape juice 
on the 24th.212 


Date Black's Dr. Ida Ferguson, Other Amount Note 
Pharmacy Weiser RN 


| 13 Feb 1916 | X $1.65 
14 Feb 1916 X $5.00 
15 Feb 1916 | X $1.50 
16 Feb 1916 | X $1.40 
19 Feb 1916 | X $1.50 
20 Feb 1916 X $5.00 
21 Feb 1916 X $5.00 
(morning) 
21 Feb 1916 X Dr. $35.00 | Dr. Kerley $30.00 
(Evening) Kerley 
22 Feb 1916 X $5.00 
23 Feb 1916 | X X X $10.00 Bag of ice $1, Dr $5 RN $4 
24 Feb 1916 | X X X $1.50 Medicine $1.25, Ice & grape 
juice $1.50, Dr $5, RN $4 
25 Feb 1916 X X $5.00 Dr $5, RN $4 
26 Feb 1916 X $4 


In addition to the purchases from Black's Pharmacy, Dr. Weiser from Apache made calls to the 
Cook household starting on February 14th.213 Bill's condition became serious on February 
19th, "...when he became unconscious..." according to his obituary in the Anadarko Tribune.2'4 
Dr. Weiser's visit on the 20th seems to confirm the seriousness of his illness. Dr. Weiser was so 
concerned that he returned the next morning and again in the afternoon with Dr. Kerley from 
Anadarko. Dr. Weiser returned every day after that until the day before Bill died on February 
26th.2'5 Ida Ferguson, a registered nurse from El Reno, provided nursing services to the last 
four days of Bill's life. She charged $4 per day plus travel of $2.70 car fare and $0.50 cab 
fare.216 Rosa paid Nurse Ferguson on the day Bill died via check and was reimbursed when 
Bill's estate was settled. 

According to Evert, "He rode a horse day and night in all kinds of weather and didn't take care 
of his health and died at the age of 52, leaving my mother with a house full of little kids. But he 
was our daddy, and we loved him. On his dying bed they heard him praying. He was not a 
church-going man. So, if he made it in, it was by death bed repentance. "2'7 
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Once again Rosa was a widow, this time with six children; living with her in the rock house at 
Route 5 Box 63 were Elmer, Arthur, Ilsa, Evert, Ruth and Rubey. 

Curiously, George B. Freeman charged Bill's estate $18 for "Auto service - finding party to 
procure deed for property in Wichita Kansas" including $8 "mileage and notarial services. "218 
The bill was dated February 15th, right after Bill got sick. It sounds like Freeman either found 
someone in Wichita to sign a deed or found someone to sign a deed for property in Wichita. 
Records are not easily available in Wichita in 2023 to check. 

D. R. Jackson, who operated Jackson and Jackson furniture and carpet store in Fort Cobb, 
provided the casket charging a total of $50.75 including 75 cents for lumber. 


G. D. Teeter transported Bill's remains to the cemetery in Fort Cobb in this horse-drawn hearse 
and charged the estate $15. Rosa received and filed a deed for lot 61 in block 2 of the Oak 
Grove Cemetery at Fort Cobb, in late September 1916; she paid $10 for the lot.219 

The funeral was conducted on Sunday February 27th at the South Methodist Church of Fort 
Cobb by Reverend Monroe and the Odd Fellows Lodge. 
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WILLIAM COOK.—OBITUARY WILLIAM M. COOK. 


; William M. Cook was born in Macon 
Mr, William Cook was born in Ma- City 


Macon county, Missouri, Decem 
ber 25, 1863, and died at his home near 
Apache, Oklahoma, February 26, 1916, 

14, with typhoid fever, but his condi- . an - 

tion was not serious until the 19th of) being 53 years, 2 months, aud one day 
| 

that month, when he became uncon-| old, 

pid ceeidin coal) On oa! He was married to Misa Lavra saat 

which came early the morning of the Call in 1885, and to this uniou were 

26th, at his home, in the Wichita born six children. His wife and two of 
' 

foothills, he being then of the age of, the children died. He was then mar- 

fifty-three years, two months and one ried to Mrs. Rosie Suggs in 1909, and, 


day. His funeral was held at the to thia . 

union there Te re 
South Methodist church of Fort Cobb, | ; la union there were born five| 
Sunday, February 27, by Rev. Monroe children, 
of that church and the Odd Fellows’, | [le was a good man in all the rela- 
Order, His remains were then laid tions of life, and enjoyed the respect. 


to rest in the Fort Cobb cemetery. and te f all wh 
Sis. Cees bid ee een: A Fosddaas and esteem of all who knew him, and 


of Caddo county, coming here shortly. the most fervent love of tis, family 
after the opening. He was widely Ilis grave was howked Fe “ors 
known, and his friends were number-| placed by loving bands as tokens of 
ed by his acquaintances. He was a on 

good man and neighbor, and through affection, 

his death the county has lost a loyal His departure is not only mourned 


citizen. | in his home, but all the surrounding 


Mr. Cook leaves a wife, several . i 
ebildren, two sisters and three broth ere et Joe eae Omens 


ers to mourn his loss. ‘A loving will linger among us for many years 


con county, Missouri, Dec. 25, 1862. 


He was taken ill Mondey, February 


! 


brother and father and a devoted hus- to come To those who mourn his 


band has been taken from the midst soing away there is only one hope of 
of this family. “A place is vacant in 


their home which never can be filled,” seeing him again, and that is to live 
but may these sereaved cacs find the life of faith, He leaves a wife 
consolation in this time of utter sad- and nine children, one brother and a 


ness, and be able to pierce the veil ; 
et ¢ , . 
of gloom which enshrouds their home; boat of loving friends to mourn his 


for “your loved one is not dead, but going away. 
slumbers,” and will wake to greet | We must say “good bye, but not 


you in that day of glory just beyond forever.” NANNIE $. COOK 
the setting of the sun. ee j NAN. Ls 


Bill's obituary in the Caddo County Tribune of March 23, 1916, is shown above on the left. 
Nannie Stephens [Corder] Cook, Bill's daughter-in-law, wrote a follow-up obituary which was 
published in the Fort Cobb Record the next week on March 30th. 

Bill was remembered: 

* His son Evert who recalled Bill from Rosa's stories, "Jo most of the neighbors for miles 
around he was the finest and best man in the country. He would help them butcher hogs, 
break horses and haul wood. He was six feet tall, weighed 190 pounds and was somewhat 
bowlegged from spending forty years astraddle a horse. He mounted his horse at dawn and 
rode off. My mother said he came home when dark or bedtime drove him in. Sometimes on 
cattle drives, he was gone for weeks. "220 

* Bill's daughter-in-law, Nannie, wrote the obituary for the Fort Cobb Record, "He was a good 
man in all the relations of life, and enjoyed the respect and esteem of all who knew him, and 
the most fervent love of his family. His grave was banked with flowers placed by loving hands 
as tokens of affection. His life and influence will linger among us for many years to come."221 

* Bill's daughter, Ruth Dutcher, "/ don't remember much of my father. He died when | was 
about 5 years old (1916). Before this, they had sold the farm near Ft. Cobb and bought a 
ranch west of Apache, OK. It was pasture land and rocks. He was a farmer and a smart cattle 
buyer. Rubey was 1 1/2 years old when he died. My mother was left with five kids to raise 


alone. "222 
* On March 13th 1916, the Oney IOOF Lodge Number 325 issued a Resolution of Respect for 
Bill, "...who at all times was imbued with the true principles of the order and whose life and 
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conduct suffer no reproach to be on his character; either as an Odd Fellow, fellow citizen 


husband or father." 
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The resolution was signed by M. C. Applewhite, R. D. Sparks and G. A. Morley. R. D. Sparks is 
Robert Don Sparks, the father of Bill and Rosa's son-in-law, Walter Thomas Sparks. 
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THE 'BANKS OF FLOWERS' WERE LONG GONE 
WHEN MY BROTHER KENT AND | VISITED BILL'S GRAVE IN 2010 

Just reading his story and trying to understand his life, | see Bill as a... 

* Family man: He stayed in touch with his half brothers and sisters and was loved by his 
children. 

* Extrovert: "He talked a lot and took part in all the elections and political fights in the 
community. "223 He traded horses, cattle, farms." 

* Risk taker: He traded a really good farm for another 'sight-unseen.' He moved his family from 
lowa to Oklahoma and again to Caddo County. He spent money to breed his horses with the 
best stallions in the county, hoping for a valuable foal. 

+ Visionary: He purchased farms and took advantage of the homestead rules to build quite a 
large holding of land. 
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Rosa's Life As A Widow 


It took three years to settle Bill's affairs and Rosa busied herself in the process soon after his 
death. She petitioned the court in Caddo County only two days after Bill's death with the help 
of David L. Burkett who became the administrator of Bill's estate. She probably had talked with 
Burkett at the cemetery in Fort Cobb the day before. Burkett was the Cashier at the Washita 
Valley Bank in Fort Cobb and someone who Rosa trusted to handle the somewhat complex 
probate process. Very early in the process, Burkett was represented by his attorney, A. J. 
Morris. 

According to Evert Cook Rosa took an active part, "Until my daddy's estate was settled in the 
county court after he died, my mother drove eight miles in the buggy to our home town, then 
caught the passenger train to the county seat. She took care of her business at the court house, 
then caught the south bound train, pulled by an old steam engine, back to our town and then 
drove her horses home, all before night." 

The initial petition estimated Bill's personal property at about $1,500 and listed his heirs... 
Rosie Cook, Widow Age 45, residence Apache, Okla 

Ella Roylance, Age 26, residence Ames, Okla 

J. M. Cook, Age 32, residence Ft Cobb, Okla 

Edith Page, Age 19, residence Saddle Mountain, Okla 

Elmer Cook, age 17, residence Apache, Rt 5, Box 63 

Arthur Cook, age 12, residence Apache Rt 5, Box 63 

Isa Cook, age 9, residence Apache Rt 5, Box 63 

Evert Cook, age 7, residence Apache Rt 5, Box 63 

Ruth Cook, age 5, residence Apache Rt 5, Box 63 

10. Rubey Cook, age 2, residence Apache Rt 5, Box 63 

On the 29th of February, Judge C. R. Johnson ordered that the court consider Rosa's petition 
on March 11th and that public notices be posted at the "Northeast corner of the Courthouse 
square and at the corner of Fifth and Broadway" in Anadarko. On the 11th, D. L. Burkett was 
found to be fit to be appointed administrator. On the 16th Burkett, along with Samuel Churchill, 
F. B. Van Eaton and L. W. Myers posted bond for $5,000 each. On the 23rd Rosa signed to 
become the administrator, in error, which caused a delay and was corrected later. 


William Moses Cook, Probate Milestones 1916 


CHONDA RWN 


Date Item 


16 Feb 1916 William Moses Cook died 


17 Feb 1916 Funeral at Fort Cobb 

18 Feb 1916 | Petition for D. L Burkett to become administrator of Bill Cook's estate 

29 Feb 1916 | Judge Johnston set hearing for March 11 and ordered public notices 

11 Mar 1916 | D.L. Burkett appointed administrator 

16 Mar 1916 | D. L Burkett, Samuel Churchill, FB. Van Eaton and L. W. Myers post $5,000 bond 
18 Mar 1916 | J. W. Walker, J. B. Jenkins and Ray Galbreth appointed appraisers of the estate 

23 Mar 1916 | Rosa appointed administrator in error; Report of appraisers completed including an 


inventory of exempt real estate (the rock house and land) and personal items dated 
the next day 
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William Moses Cook, Probate Milestones 1916 


Date Item 


31 Mar 1916 | Petition to sell "cattle, horses and mules and farming implements except property set 
apart to the widow" 


1 Apr 1916 Judge Johnson approved the estate sale 'for cash' and notices to creditors to present 
claims within four months were posted 


10 May 1916 | Burkett notified Judge Johnston of the sale of all personal property except two notes 
and items set aside for Rosa, and requests approved of the sale for a net of $1,503.64 
after expenses of $139.86 


Early in the process, appraisers were appointed and their report lists property owned by the 
family and sets aside property for Rosa's use. 


Consolidated Appraisers' Report 


Item Appraised Exempt 
Value for Rosa 

NW4 S19 T5 NR12 $500.00 

1W2 SW4 S19 T5 NR 12 $250.00 


2W2 NW4 NE4 NE4 & E2 NE4 NW4 & E2 SE4 SW4 & S24 SE4 NW4 | $1,500.00 
$13 T3 S R2 EIM 


NE4 S19 T5 N R12 $1,500.00 $1,500.00 
317 steers, 2 steer calves, 2 heifer calves, 2 yearling heifers $7.40 
5 3-year old heifers @$42 [4 exempt] $210.00 $168.00 
1 Jersey cow $50.00 
1 cow & calf $55.00 $55.00 
1 mare, age 3, bay blemished $30.00 
1 black filly, age 2 $50.00 
1 spotted mare $60.00 
1 horse colt yearling $25.00 
1 bay mare & colt $150.00 $150.00 
1 horse mule $100.00 
1 bay mare, age 4 $85.00 
1 mare colt $15.00 
1 mule, broken leg $0.00 
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Consolidated Appraisers' Report 


Item Appraised Exempt 
Value for Rosa 
1 small pony $10.00 
2 horse mules $160.00 
1 old mare $75.00 $75.00 
1 feed grinder $15.00 
1 cultivator $5.00 $5.00 
1 2-row 22? $12.00 
1 set harness $20.00 $20.00 
1 saddle $25.00 $25.00 
5 shoats $50.00 $50.00 
1 sofa $1.00 $1.00 
1 table $2.00 $2.00 
8 chairs $4.00 $4.00 
1 cabinet $2.00 $2.00 
1 range stove $10.00 $10.00 
1 dresser $3.00 $3.00 
1 davenport $5.00 $5.00 
1 heating stove $1.00 $1.00 
1 rug $3.00 $3.00 
1 sewing machine $2.00 $2.00 
1 cream seperator $15.00 $15.00 
4 bedsteads $4.00 $4.00 
Bedding $25.00 $25.00 
1 coming 2-year old colt $40.00 
1 coming 2-year old filly $50.00 
4 Note, George W. Cook $500 
5 Note, George W. Cook $500 
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Consolidated Appraisers' Report 


Item Appraised Exempt 
Value for Rosa 
Total $6126.40 $2,125.00 
Table Notes: 
1. No deed; 2 payments due government to obtain title 
2. Less 1.24 acres occupied by G. C. & S.F. RR Co. 
3. Combined first four lines of report 
4. Dated 24 Mar 1905, due 1/1/1918, interest 10% from date, held by Caddo County bank as 


additional security with chattel mortgage to secure note $1,600 
5. Dated 24 Mar 1905, due 1/1/1918, interest 10% from date, held by Caddo County bank as 
additional security with chattel mortgage to secure note $1,600 
Rosa stayed active and had plenty of family support after Bill's death. Many of the newspaper 
articles indicate that visits generally happened on Sunday. Dr. Kerley issued a prescription to 
Rosa on March 14th, just two weeks after Bill died, presumably something to help her cope 
with Bill's death. 
In August 1916, Bill's half brother, Marvin and his family visited at Rosa's house according to 
the Apache Review under ‘Santiago News.'224 The next Sunday on August 19th, Myrtle and her 
husband had dinner with Rosa. 
Elmer must have moved out soon after Bill's death; he was an oil-field worker in Kay county by 
1920, boarding with William Flint in Kay County, OK. He also was not present in this 1916 
photo of the entire family in front of the Rock house. The rocks in our yard are from this house. 
Note the bushes in the lower left of this photo behind the fence; they are roses and there are 
cuttings from this bush in front of Ron and Judy Orr's house in Chickasha. 
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THE NORTH SIDE OF THE ROCK HOUSE IN 1916 
AFTER BILL'S DEATH AND AFTER ELMER MOVED TO KAY COUNTY 
LTO R: RUBEY DELLA COOK, RUTH NAOMI COOK, EVERT READ COOK, ISA MARIE COOK, 
MARY ROSA ANN [READ] COOK, ARTHUR CARL COOK 
Ruth Dutcher wrote about Rosa, "My mother supported us by buying and selling cattle and 
renting pasture land to other people. I'll never know how she did it but we were always well fed 
& clothed and had a little more than most of the neighbors. We had a two-seated buggy for 
getting around -- later a wagon. Grocery shopping, going into town was once a month and all 
day long. Usually the baby (Rubey) and one other child got to go. There was a small treat for the 
ones at home -- usually a piece of hard candy."225 
According to Rosa's granddaughter, Doris Marie [Mason] Littrell, "She [Rosa] cultivated a close 
friendship with her Indian neighbors, hiring them to help keep away rustlers and often paying 
them with cows to butcher."226 The family story about Cherokee ancestors was repeated by 
Doris in her book as a reason that Rosa may have been friendly toward the natives, "...because 
of her own mixed-blood Cherokee heritage. It was a heritage Rosa never discussed with her 
stepchildren," but according to Doris, she did eventually reveal it to her own children." Rosa's 
son, Evert, also talked about Rosa's Indian heritage citing Mary Magdaline Messer as the 
source, "My mother's mother's name was Messer. She was one half Cherokee Indian."22” The 
Messer connection can be naturally tested through Rosa's descendants since Mary Messer 
was her mother. | have found no evidence that Mary Magdaline Messer, and by extension that 
Rosa, was Native American. Even DNA tests for Rosa's grandchildren and great grandchildren 
have not found any indication of native genetics.228 Those who | know have been tested 
include... 
* Grandchildren 
« Gene Cook Hall 
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« Judith Ann [Dutcher] Orr 
* Great grandchildren 

+ Amy Howell 

- Tamera Sue Cook 

+ Marilyn Sue Monus 

+ Jean Ann Monus 

+ Larry Dwayne Miller 
One possible source of this family story is the existence of people named Suggs and Messer 
on the Cherokee rolls229 including... 
* Dolly J. Suggs [Pryor Creek, Oklahoma] 
William A. Suggs [Pryor Creek, Oklahoma] 
Zelma G. Suggs [Pryor Creek, Oklahoma] 
F. M. Suggs [Pryor Creek, Oklahoma] 
Eddie W. Mosser [sic] [Pryor Creek, Oklahoma] 
Calidona, Emma, Della, Minnie, Roy, Clinton and Mamie Mosser [sic] [Pryor Creek, 
Oklahoma] 
George P and Lizzie Messer [Dutch Mills, Arkansas] 
* Nancy, Ruth, Charles, Lizzie, Lucinda Messer [Dutch Mills, Arkansas] 
It may be possible that Rosa's first husband, Lewis Suggs had Cherokee ancestry and was 
related to some of these people in Pryor or Arkansas, and was not listed on the Cherokee rolls 
for some reason. At least one of Rosa and Lewis' descendants has been tested. A great 
grandson of Lewis Suggs, username thiner176 on Ancestry, has been tested with no sign of 
native ancestors.230 DNA testing, however is not perfect, particularly after so many generations 
and there is a lot of randomness in the things we inherit from our parents. The Suggs scenario 
might reconcile 1) a slightly inferior family story and 2) the DNA results. Certainly a positive test 
from a Suggs or Cook descendent of Rosa would answer the question. 
The taxes were not paid on the property south of the rock house and the county sold it a public 
auction to Ben Popejoy on November 6th 1916. Popejoy paid $7.12 back taxes to obtain the 
property and later assigned it to Alma Fuller. 


1917 


In 1917, the Oklahoma legislature voted for an amendment to the state constitution allowing 
women to vote. The amendment was overwhelmingly approved in 1918 by a vote of about 
107,000 to about 81,000.23 | have not found any voter registration records to indicate if Rosa 
registered or voted. 

On January 13th, Charles W. Mullan released the 1911 mortgage that Rosa and Bill originally 
signed in July 191 1.292 

In June the accounts of Rosa's minor children (Arthur, Isa, Evert, Ruth and Rubey) were settled 
and notice published in the paper.233 

On August 5th, Marvin Cook and his family spent the day with Rosa and her family.284 Two 
weeks later Myrtle and her husband, W. T. Sparks ate Sunday dinner with Rosa.235 

In October, Rosa went to Chickasha to visit 'her brother-in-law' who was in the hospital there. | 
don't know if it was George Walter Cook or Marvin Cook in the hospital in Chickasha.2°6 

Just before Thanksgiving in 1917, Myrtle visited her mother, "Mrs. W. C. [sic Walter Thomas] 
Sparks spent Sunday with her mother, Mrs. Rosa Cook." 


1918 


The children were busy with school most of the year and played with friends after church on 
Sunday. Ruth recalled that they went to Boone Consolidated School, "About two miles from 
our house. We walked to the school wagon either around a hill or over the hill. When it rained 
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the creek was overflowing and it was hard to get me to cross it. We could smell the home- 
baked bread most afternoons when we returned from school and we fought to see who would 
get the heels. We caught the school wagon at a road crossing, and when | was real small | 
nearly froze to death waiting for the wagon to come over the hill. The school taught from 
'Primer' (like kindergarten now) through 12th grade. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL GROUP AT COOK CREEK NEAR THE ROCK HOUSE ON EASTER SUNDAY 1918 
RUBEY AND RUTH ON FAR LEFT, OTHERS UNKNOWN 
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In 1918, only two years after Bill's death, Rosa's daughter Ida Lee Suggs died.237 She had 
been ill for most of her life. Ida's oldest sister, Myrtle, expressed her grief in poetry... 
A precious one from us is gone, 

A voice we loved is stilled. 
A place is vacant in our home 
Which never can be filled. 

God, in His wisdom, has recalled 
The boon His love has given, 
And though the body slumbers here, 

The soul is safe in Heaven. 
-- Myrtle Sparks 


DEATH OF IDA LEE SUGGS 


Miss Ida Lee Suggs died at her 
home, 8 miles west of Apache, March 
29, 1918. She was 19 years old. The 
funeral sermon was preached by Rev. 
Stover at the Bellview Baptist church 
Saturday, at 10:30. She united with 
the Baptist church in 1904. A large 
number attended the funeral services 
and accompanied the remains to the 
Ft. Cobb cemetery. 

A precious one from is gone, 

A voice we loved is stilled. 

A place is vacant in our home 

Which never can be filled. 

God in his wisdom has recalled 

The boon his love has given, . 
And though the body slumbers here, 

The soul is safe in heaven, 

. —Mprtle Sparks. 


Card of Thanks, 
We wish to thank the friends who so 


_ MRS. ROSA COOK AND FAMILY. 


The next month, Rosa and Myrtle visited in the J. W. Walker home.2°8 J. W. Walker was a 
farmer in the Santiago area and the newspaper specifies that Santiago is "Near Southwest 
Corner of County." The southwest corner of Caddo County is just one township west of the 
Cook family adjoining Kiowa County to the west and Comanche County to the South. In 
August, the family attended a Methodist meeting in Boone with neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. 
Burum. 

Near the end of World War |, there was an outbreak of the Spanish Flu, Rosa "took care of 
anyone in the community that needed help." 

Oklahoma rules allow the original owner substantial time to pay back taxes and recover their 
property; that is what happened in the case of the property south of the rock house that had 
been sold at public auction in 1916. D. L. Burkett, administrator or Bill's estate, cleared the 
property south of the Rock house for the estate on December 15, 1918. 

Three quit claim deeds from Rosa's children were signed in 1918 in order to clear up the title 
and allow Rosa to sell the property west of Boone, a total of 240 acres described as the 
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northwest quarter and lots 3 & 4 in Section 19 Township 5 North of Range 12 West of the 
Indian Meridian. This is a legal process that continued for six more years before finally getting 
settled. 

Quit Claim Deeds to Rosa: 

+ 2 May 1918 James M. Cook and Nanny S. Cook289 

* 22 Jun 1918 Ella Roylance and J. F. Roylance240 

* 22 Jun 1918 Edith Page and Percy L. Page?41 


1919 


In early February, the government issued a patent to Bill covering the 80 acres south of the 
rock house, part of the process to clear the title so that Rosa could sell it. 


William Moses Cook, Probate Milestones 1919 


Date Item 


5 Mar 1919 Burkett filed the Final Account with the court and Judge W. H. Starkweather ordered 
publication in the Anadarko Tribune for two weeks. 


15 Mar 1919 | Burkett moves to strike the appointment of Rosa Cook as administrator and it was 
approved by Judge Starkweather. 


1 Oct 1919 Burkett refiles final account after correction to administrator and moves for approval. 


15 Oct 1919 Judge C. B. Case approves the final settlement 


The October 1, 1919, final settlement of Bill's estate included the following details. 


William Moses Cook, Consolidated Final Settlement 


Date/Voucher Item Received Paid 
9 May 1916 Cash from sale of personal property $1,502.64 
3 Jul 1817 Note & interest from Walter Cook $587.50 
29 Jan 1917 Rent on land $131.45 
9 May 1917 Rent on land $40.00 
10 Oct 1917 Rent on land $124.00 
12 Nov 1917 Rent on land $139.40 
5 Jan 1918 Rent on land $30.40 
9 Jan 1918 Rent on land $100.00 
8 Feb 1918 Note & interest from Walter Cook $643.70 
8 Feb 1918 Rent on land $53.25 
Voucher 1 Marvin Cook, court costs advanced $10.00 
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Date/Voucher 


Voucher 2 


Voucher 3 


Voucher 4 


Voucher 5 


Voucher 6 


Voucher 7 


Voucher 8 


Voucher 9 


Voucher 10 


Voucher 11 


Voucher 12 


Voucher 13 


Voucher 14 


Voucher 15 


Voucher 16 


Voucher 17 


Voucher 18 


Voucher 19 


Voucher 20 


Voucher 21 


Voucher 22 


Voucher 23 


Voucher 24 


Voucher 25 


Voucher 26 


Voucher 27 


William Moses Cook, Consolidated Final Settlement 


Item 

Rosie Cook, payment to nurse 

Caddo County Bank, overdraft 

Note due Caddo County Bank 

G. D. Lovell, balance on stud fee 

Jackson & Jackson, Casket 

Dr. D. D. Weiser, balance of medical bills 
G. D. Teeter, AKA George B. Freeman 
Black's Pharmacy, balance of drug bill 

W. W. Waterman, County Treasurer, taxes 
W. H. Wolfenberger, stud fees 

Carter County Treasurer, taxes 

W. T. Sparks, balance for man and saddle 
Guy R. Gillett, Court Clerk, court costs 
Dr. W. W. Kerley, medical bill 

George R. Fish Co., interest on farm loan 
Caddo County Bank, balance due on note 
W. W. Waterman, County Treasurer, taxes 
Carter County Treasurer, taxes 

U. S. Land Office, Payment on land 
Morris & Jameson, Attorneys 

C. W. Ludwick, lot in Fort Cobb Cemetery 
George R. Fish Co., interest on farm loan 
U. S. Land Office, Payment on land 

S. N. Parker, County Treasurer, Taxes 
Caddo County, taxes 

T. F. Cummings, County Clerk, recording deed to 


cemetery plot 
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Received 


Paid 


$18.20 


$4.64 
$1,000.00 

$6.94 
$50.75 
$53.50 
$15.00 
$12.50 
$20.29 
$15.00 
$19.38 
$43.50 
$10.00 
$30.50 
$27.00 
$555.00 
$14.84 
$36.68 
$37.04 
$60.00 
$10.00 
$27.00 
$38.52 
$41.90 
$15.66 


$0.75 


William Moses Cook, Consolidated Final Settlement 


Date/Voucher Item Received Paid 
Voucher 28 D. L. Burkett, administrator fees $60.00 
Voucher 29 Fish & Company, payment of mortgage $477.75 
Voucher 30 J. P. Ellison, County Treasurer, taxes $51.33 
Voucher 31 S. N. Parker, Carter County Treasurer, taxes $46.62 
Voucher 32 Court Costs $30.00 


Total $3352.34 $2,840.29 
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After paying all debts, Bill's estate had a remainder of $512.05 which was divided among his 
heirs as follows... 


Final Estate Division William Moses Cook 


Heir Cash Homestead! Three other Properties? 
| Rosie Cook $170.68 Use for natural life Undivided 1/3 

Ella Roylance, $37.93 Until age of maturity Undivided 2/27 

daughter 

J. M. Cook, son $37.93 Until age of maturity Undivided 2/27 


Edith Page, daughter | $37.93 Until age of maturity Undivided 2/27 
Elmer Cook, son $37.93 Until age of maturity Undivided 2/27 
Arthur Cook, son $37.93 Until age of maturity Undivided 2/27 


Isa Cook, daughter $37.93 Until age of maturity Undivided 2/27 


Evert Cook $37.93 Until age of maturity Undivided 2/27 

Ruth Cook $37.93 Until age of maturity Undivided 2/27 

Rubey Cook $37.93 Until age of maturity Undivided 2/27 
Table Notes: 


1. NE4 S19 T5N R12 WIM, Homestead with the rock house, 160 acres 
2. Other Real Estate 

1. NW4S19T5N R12 WIM, 160 acres immediately west of the rock house 

2. W2 SW4 S19 T5 N R12 WIM, 80 acres SW of the rock house 

3. W2 NW4 NE4 AND E2 NE4 NW4 AND E2 NE4 NW4 S13 T3 S R EIM, property near 

Berwyn (now Gene Autry) where Bill's half sister lived 

In October Elmer Cook signed a quit claim deed covering 400 acres in Section 19 Township 5 
Range 12, part of the process to clear titles so that Rosa could sell the land. There was more 
work to be done. 
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1920 


The 1920 US Census reported the family still in Boone including Rosa, Arthur, Isa, Evert, Ruth 
and Rubey. Rosa told the census taker that Bill was born in Nebraska, confusion that stayed in 
the family story for two generations. In a hand-written story about his father, Evert Cook states 
that Bill was born "...somewhere in the state of lowa" and Ruth thought the same thing. Bill 
was actually born in Missouri, moved as a young boy to lowa and was raised in Nebraska. 


BOONE SCHOOL 1920 
CAPTION: "LOVE TO RUTH AND RUBEY, MISS OLIVE" 


Ruth and Rubey are near the front center of this picture. Ruth behind the little boy with his 


hands in his face and Rubey just to the right of the same little boy. Miss Olive must be the 
woman near the center back row with the black hat. 
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In the fall of 1920, Ella May [Cook] Roylance, Bill and Laura McCall's second daughter, came 
for a visit and this picture at the creek near the Rock house documents that visit. 


ABOUT OCTOBER 1920 
BACK L TO R: ISA MARIE [COOK] MASON, ELLA MAY [COOK] ROYLANCE 
FRONT L TO R: RUBEY DELLA [COOK] HALL, KENNETH WILLIAM ROYLANCE, RUTH NAOMI 
[COOK] DUTCHER, MARY ROSA ANN READ 
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1921 


There were horses and neighbors for fun. 


RUBEY COOK ON FAR LEFT STANDING, RUTH COOK ON THE HORSE IN THE MIDDLE, RUTH'S 
BEST FRIEND WINNIE RIDLEY JUST BEHIND RUTH, MRS. RIDLEY IN FRONT OF HORSE 
AND ROSA COOK HOLDING THE HORSE ON THE FAR RIGHT ABOUT 1921 

This picture near the rock house shows Rosa, Rubey and Ruth playing with neighbor children. 
According to the back of the picture, the others are 'Mrs. Ridley and children who lived ona 
farm west of the Cooks."242 Ruth continued, "My very best friend was Winnie Ridley. She had 
real red hair, freckles, and could outride me when she was born. Her brother Hugh was a great 
guy, but kinda like a brother. He would take us to parties and church activities. "243 
According to Ruth, "We played ‘Ante Over,' throwing a ball over the house to someone on the 
other side. We caught lightening bugs in jars at night and played ‘blackman, ' London Bridge 
and drop the handkerchief when we had company." Ruth said that riding horses was one of her 
favorite pastimes, "/ would saddle my horse and ‘take off.' Mother always said, ‘don't run the 
horse.' | never did until | got out of sight."244 According to Ruth the most fun they had was on 
Sunday afternoon, "There was a swimming pool -- rodeo- -- and | don't remember what else. 
That's where we rode on Sunday afternoon." 
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RUBEY DELLA COOK ABOUT 1921 AT THE ROCK HOUSE 
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1922 


ABOUT SUMMER1922 NEAR THE ROCK HOUSE 
LTO R: RUTH NAOMI [COOK] DUTCHER, RUBEY DELLA [COOK] HALL, MARY ROSA ANN [READ] 
COOK 
In mid October 1922, Eva [Suggs] Hiner and her husband John visited and brought along 
Arthur Cook who had been working near the Hiner family in Electra, Texas.245 
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1923 


PREPARING TO PLAY Sterling in a basketball match are 
these Boone High School girls of 1923. “The suits were purple 
trimmed in white,” recalls Mrs. Laura Vickery of Boone who 
submitted this photo of her teammates. “We were one of the 
best teams Boon? had. Our coaches were Pete Freeson, a man 


named White and V. O. Tucker. I was in the 10th grade at the 
time.” Team members were (left to rights) Lois Royston, 
small center; Isa Cook, guard; Mable Heiliman (Hensley) of 
California, forward; and Caroline Christianson (Dean) of 
Anadarko, jump center. 


t 


rrr 


BOONE, OKLAHOMA ABOUT 1923 
Rosa must have attended school events like this one in 1923. Isa played guard for the Boone 
basketball team and is the second from left above. Members of the team from left to right: Lois 


Boyston, Isa Cook, Mable Heillman, [Unidentified], [Unidentified], and Caroline Christianson. 


Interestingly, we attended church with Caroline in Anadarko. The coaches were Pete Freeman, 


V. O. Tucker and "a man named White." 
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This picture from about 1923 shows Isa and Rubey on a horse near the old rock house. 


ABOUT 1923 NEAR THE ROCK HOUSE 
ISA MARIE [COOK] MASON, RUBEY DELLA [COOK] HALL, UNKNOWN IN BACKGROUND 
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1924 


During the mid 1920s, the family moved quite a bit. According to a hand-written note in either 
Rubey or Ruth's hand, Rosa and the family moved to the Walker house in 1924.246 | don't know 
where the Walker house is, but assume it is the J. W. Walker house near them in the Santiago 
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area of SW Caddo County where they lived. It may have been a different Walker though. 
Memra Walker from Stecker married Bessie Alexander from Apache in 1924. Memra was active 
in Caddo County and seemed to be entrepreneurial, selling breeding rights east of Apache in 
1925247, leading choir in Apache First ME Church in 1926248, and selling cars in Carnegie later 
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in 1926249. Rosa may have moved the family into the Memra Walker house in Stecker or Walker 
may have had a house in Apache. There were no Cook children in the January 1924 school 
census for Boone, Stecker (71), Mountain Home, Alden (60), Santiago (63) or Apache. There are 
no records for Sulphur Springs School located on the east side of the Slick Hills. Other 
prospective schools (and districts) for the Cooks including Pleasant Valley (59), Lone Star (66), 
Little Alden (60) and Neola (69) were all united with Alden Union Grade School in 1921. 

In 1924, the last of the quit claim deeds were signed over to Rosa. This process started back in 
1918 and allowed Rosa to sell the old rock house and the nearby land. These last deeds were 
from: 

* 5 November 1924 James M. Cook 

* 10 November 1924 Arthur Cook, Isa Cook Mason and C. E. Mason 

* 11 November James M. Cook, Nannie S. Cook, Edith Page, Ella Roylance and J. F. Roylance 


RUBEY DELLA [COOK] HALL 
ABOUT 1924 PROBABLY AT THE WALKER HOUSE 
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1925 


After all of the quit claim deeds from the children were finally filed in 1925, Rosa was able to 
sell the rock house and farm that they had lived in for 14 years. The purchaser was Walter T. 
Sparks, Rosa's son-in-law who was married to Myrtle Suggs.25° Three deeds were required to 
fully transfer the title... 

* 8 April 1925 Rosa Cook, guardian of Evert R. Cook, Ruth Cook and Rubey Cook (Part of S19 
T5N R12 WIM for $450.00) 

* 8 April 1925 Rosa Cook, the duly appointed, qualified and acting guardian of Evert R. Cook, 
Ruth Cook and Rubey Cook, minors (6/27ths interest in NE4 S19 T5 N R12, the probate 
homestead of 400 acres for $450) 

* 9 Apr 1925 Rosa Cook, Widow (The rest, 21/27ths of NE4 S19 T5 N R12 for $1,500) 


Rosa's granddaughter Wanda Lea [Mason] Miller was born on September 6th in Apache, the 
daughter of Clarence Edward 'Red' Mason and Isa Marie Cook, Bill and Rosa's second child. 


1926 


In 1926, Rosa moved to a house east of Boone for a year.25! 


RUBEY DELLA [COOK] HALL 
PROBABLY AT THE HOUSE EAST OF BOONE 
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During the summer Rosa traveled to Supulpa, Oklahoma to visit relatives. 


r 


PROBABLY SAPULPA, OKLAHOMA WHERE JAMES A. READ LIVED, SUMBER 1926 
BACK L TO R: JAMES A READ, SHERMAN MULLENAX 
FRONT L TO R: ROSA ANN [READ] READ COOK, BESSE GERTRUDE [READ] MULLENAX, 
BLANCH MULLENAX 
Rosa's granddaughter, Billie Ruth Cook was born on October 1st in Garfield County, Oklahoma 
to Arthur Carl Cook and Maggie Lorraine [Whaley] Cook. Arthur Carl is Bill and Rosa's first 
child. 
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1927 


Between January 1 and February 5, 1927, Rosa moved to Hinton for a year.252 253 Evert, Rubey 
and Ruth were enrolled in Boone School on January 1st and the Lone Mound School in District 
144 of Caddo County on February 5th.254 According to the school census, they lived in Section 
12 Township 11 N or Range 12, WIM, about four miles west and one mile south of Hinton, 
Oklahoma in a wooded area. 


RUBEY DELLA COOK 
ABOUT 1927 NEAR HINTON, OK 
About eight miles north north east of this farm, near Bridgeport, is where Rosa alerted the 
camp to the horse thieves when the Suggs family was traveling to Colorado 27 years earlier. 


1928 


In 1928, Rosa's granddaughter, Doris Marie Mason was born near Apache. According to Doris 
later account, "...the family sent for the town physician, but he failed to arrive in time. Instead, 
Isa's mother, Rosa Cook, delivered the baby."255 According to her son, Evert, Rosa delivered 
other babies in the community, "/n her day, she was a midwife and doctor who was known for 
miles around. Many times in the middle of the night some neighbor would come after Mamma 
to help his wife have a baby. Sometimes she would be at a neighbor's house for a day and 
night, and we kids would have to get off to the country school by ourselves..."256 


1929 


In 1929, Evert, Ruth and Rubey were counted in Boone School with a post office address of 
Apache. The great depression started mid-year and got worse by the end of the year with a 
stock market crash. | am not sure how these events impacted the Cook family as they were 
already poor and certainly had no interest in stocks. According to history.com, "The average 
American family lived by the depression-era motto: 'Use it up, wear it out, make do or do 
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without. '"257 | suppose they became even more frugal with available money. Rosa already had 
a garden, attended church potluck dinners, and made & patched clothes, "She had a Singer, 
foot-treadle type, sewing machine with one roller broken off. She would hold one knee under 
one corner drawer to keep it from turning over, while she treadled with the other foot. She was 
a wonderful seamstress. She made baby clothes, dresses, bonnets, and underclothes for the 
girls. She could look at a dress on any woman and go home and change the pattern in her mind 
and make it fit any of her daughters. She spent hours patching our blue-jeans that hadn't been 
blue for six months. Sometimes she put patches on top of patches. She made quilts and 
comforts for our beds." 

Ruth remembered this time, "/ was a very good student, was second high on the county exams 
we had to take before entering high school. About the 2nd year of high school the Boone 
school was cut to 8th grade and the students transferred to Apache. A Mr. Amos Ward came to 
our home (short, fat & white hair) advertising the Anadarko Business College. My mother 
decided that is what | should do -- My brother sold a cow for tuition; | made myself 3 new 
dresses and | went to live with my sister, Myrtle, in Anadarko. Her husband was a county deputy 
sheriff...one little girl, a room of my own and when the tuition was due agin, Evert sold another 
cow, "258 
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1930 


Perhaps, the depression explains the living arrangements in 1930 when Rosa lived part time 
with Ruth and Rubey; Ruth helped by working as a stenographer. One of the depression-era 
changes to the country was the increased number of women in the workforce, "Some people 
criticized married women for taking jobs when so many men were out of work."259 Evert 
stopped attending school in 1930 and only Ruth and Rubey were left at Boone School.26° In 
April Rubey participated in a musical review in Anadarko and | am not clear about how that 
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happened while she was attending school in Boone through at least1931.26' Evert recalled, "At 
that time my mother and | were living back in the hills in a little two-room unpainted house, and 
much of the time | lived by myself; my mother stayed with my brother and sisters part of the 
time."262 | believe this location back in the hills was on the land south of the rock house in the 
southwest quarter of the same section at the head of Mission Creek. | am a little confused 
about Rosa staying in two places. In contrast with Evert's version of this time, the 1930 US 
census shows four people in a rented household in Boone Township, Rosa, Evert, Ruth and 
Rubey. Perhaps that is the second house where Rosa spent part of her time with Rubey and 
Ruth and part with Evert. This census correctly shows Bill's birthplace as Missouri, Evert was 
listed as a general farmer and Ruth was a legal stenographer.2®? In early July, Rosa welcomed 
visitors, "Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Burnett and Mr. and Mrs. Glen Nixon spent Sunday with Mrs. 
Burnett's mother, Rosa Cook, west of Apache." Rosa and Rubey traveled to Anadarko three 
weeks later to visit Ruth and Myrtle, "Mrs. Rosa Cook and daughter Rubey visited over the 
weekend with her daughters, Mrs. Walter Sparks and Mrs Gordon Burnett and families." 


1931 


Rubey was the only Cook child remaining in Boone School in the January 1931 school 
census.26 In May, a quit claim deed was signed by Evert, Rubey Ruth and Gordon Burnett, 
Ruth's husband to clear up the title on the rock-house farm for Don Hopkins.26 In June, Rosa's 
granddaughters, Frieda and Loleta Roever of Pampa, Texas, traveled to Anadarko to visit their 
aunts, Ruth [Cook] Burnett and Myrtle [Suggs]; Rosa joined them in Anadarko. In December, 
The Anadarko American Democrat reported that "Mrs. Rosa Cook of Apache visited last week 
with her daughters, Mrs. Walter Sparks and Mrs. Gordon Burnett."265 While Rosa's post-office 
address was Apache, | think she continued to live close enough to Boone that Rubey attended 
school there instead of Apache. It may also be that the post office consolidated the Boone area 
into the Apache office. 


1932 


Rubey was counted in the early 1932 Boone School census but apparently moved to Anadarko 
after the census was taken. There is an envelope postmarked Anadarko, April 29, 1932, 
addressed to "Mrs. Rosa Cook & Evert, Apache, Oklahoma" in Rubey's handwriting.2°” Also, 
Rubey graduated from Anadarko High school in 1932. Rosa was still located near Boone, but | 
am not sure exactly where. In October, Rosa was reported to be in Anadarko visiting Ruth and 
Myrtle again.268 


1933 


In the August 31, 1933, Anadarko's American-Democrat published under 'Boone Items' that, 
"Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Cook visited in the home of his mother, Mrs. Rosa Cook..."269 In 
November, Rosa was staying with Myrtle and Ruth to be near Isa, who was in the hospital, 
"Mrs. Rosa Cook of Broxton district is visiting her daughters, Mrs. Walter Sparks [Myrtle] and 
Mrs. Gordon Burnett [Ruth], to be near her daughter, Mrs. Clarence Mason [Isa], who is ill in the 
Anadarko Hospital." | don't know if this location in the Broxton district is a change of location 
or if the district lines just happen to include Rosa's home nearer to Boone. Broxton is about 6 
miles north and 5 miles east of Boone. 
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1934 


In early August, 1934, Rosa, Evert, Ruth and Rubey visited relatives in Arkansas.2’7° The Apache 

Review mentioned the visit, "Mrs. Rosa Cook and daughters Rubey and Mrs. Ruth Barnett [sic] 

of Anadarko and her son Evert are visiting points of interest in Arkansas."2"' During this trip, 

they made stops in Fort Smith, Fayetteville, and Mansfield.2”2 Several family members were 

living near Mansfield about that time including... 

* Rosa's brother William Andrew Read and his son George W. Read who lived near Hon, 
Arkansas 

* Rosa's brother Isaac Washington Read, who my mother referred to as ‘Uncle Tony’ 

There may have been other relatives nearby who would have gathered to meet the family from 

Oklahoma. | am not sure who they visited in Fort Smith and Fayetteville. 


ISAAC WASHINGTON "UNCLE TONY" READ 
AUGUST 1934, WALDRON, ARKANSAS 


UNKNOWN READ RELATIVES 
AUGUST 1934, WALDRON, ARKANSAS 


103 


They returned home by the middle of the month after a rushed two-week vacation, "Mrs. Rosa 
Cook and children have returned from Arkansas, reporting dry conditions there."273 Rosa may 
have stayed in Anadarko after vacation as the October 24th Caddo County Tribune reported, 
"Mrs. Rosa Cook, who has been staying in Anadarko, returned home Sunday. "274 


1935 


The spring of 1935 was busy for Rosa. Rosa and Evert attended a surprise birthday party for 
Reverend Alvin Squyres in Boone on February 24th. On March 10th, "Mr. and Mrs. Buford 
Vickrey and Mr. and Mrs. Josh Smith spent Sunday with Rosa and Evert."275 Josh was the son 
of old friends, Abe and Susie Smith, from Swan Lake just east of Rosa's old homestead near 
Fort Cobb Lake. Buford Vickrey was a son of Ambus L. and Sally Vickrey from Boone. On 
March 20th, "Mr. and Mrs. Vick Christian[son] spent Wednesday night with Mrs. Rosa Cook and 
son Evert."2’6 The Christianson family lived near Alden, Oklahoma which is about a mile west 
and six miles north of Rosa and Evert's home. Just three days later on the 23rd, "Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence Mason and family of Broxton spent Sunday with Mrs. Rose Cook."2’7 On Sunday 
April 12th, Rosa visited Mrs. Ella Hudgins.278 Ella was born Ella Sparks and | suspect she was 
related to Myrtle's husband from Fort Cobb. On March 25th Rosa went to Lawton with Mr. and 
Mrs. Josh Smith.279 Ruth and Myrtle from Anadarko visited on Sunday.2®° 281 On the 14th of 
April, Rosa and Evert attended a gathering of more than 15 people hosted by Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Alley in Boone. The families mentioned in the article include... 

* Fred Alley 

* Lewis Vickrey 

* Vernice Miller 

* Bill Wilkes 

* W. L. Whaley 

* A. A. Lewis 

* Burton Gibson 

* Rev. Alvin Squyres 

* Buster Inklebarger 

This was probably a meeting of people from Bellview Baptist Church. Lewis Vickrey was an 
ordained deacon of the church and W. A. 'Alvin' Squyres was one of the pastors who served 
there.282 Pat [McMichael] Lindsey attended the church starting in 1941; in her article, she 
mentioned the Cook family as well as families named Lewis, Miller and Gibson, "The Sunday 
School class would often go to one of the homes for Sunday dinner and an afternoon of fun."283 
The church was organized in the one-room Bealle schoolhouse in 1911 before the Cooks 
moved to the area. It moved to the Boone School auditorium in 1912 and met there until a new 
church was built in 1917. The Cook children must have had a similar experience to Pat, "/ 
remember being divided into groups to see who could read the most books of the Bible. We 
eagerly looked forward to Sunday School and Training Union."284 Ruth recalled, "The wagon 
was transportation to a Baptist church a mile or so from home. One preacher got loud and long 
and said we were all going to 'you know where' if we weren't baptized -- even the little ones! | 
was scared to death! Perhaps that's the reason I'm not Baptist!"285 

Rubey travelled from college in Chickasha to spend the weekend of May 11th and 12th with 
Rosa. On the 30th of May, Rosa and Evert shared a picnic with Ruth and Myrtle 'on the river.'286 
| don't know of a river near Boone or Apache and assume this was at the Washita River in 
Anadarko. 

On June 23rd, Rosa and Evert hosted the Sunday school that included Reverend Squyres, 
"The house had to be cleaned extra special on the Sunday the preacher came to dinner. "287 
Some of the same names seem to be involved each time.288 

* Buster Inklebarger and family 

* Reverend W. A. Squyres and family 
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* Vernice Miller and family 

* Mrs. T. B. Johnson 

* R. E. Gibson 

At the end of July, Rosa's son Elmer Cook and granddaughter Carrol Gay Cook visited from 
Gladewater, Texas. Clarence and Isa [Cook] Mason came for Sunday dinner. After their visit, 
Rosa returned to Gladewater with Elmer for a longer visit.289 Based on the number of mentions 
of Rosa and Evert together, this period during the spring and summer of 1935 must have been 
when Evert reported that he was living with Rosa. In fact, her obituary in 1942 indicated that 
Rosa "lived with her son Evert, a mile southwest of Boone until moving to Anadarko seven 
years ago. "299 

At some time during 1935, Rosa sat for a portrait, probably by Mary June [Hall] Lane. 


1935 ANADARKO, OKLAHOMA 
MARY ROSA ANN COOK 
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1936 


In May of 1936, Rosa's daughter Rubey sent her an invitation to Mothers Day at the Oklahoma 
College for Women in Chickasha. The envelope was address to Rosa "c/o W. T. Sparks" in 
Anadarko.291 So she was in Anadarko by that time and the invitation was special to her 
because she kept it. 

At the end of May, Rubey graduated from Oklahoma College for Women in Chickasha and 
Rosa certainly would have been there. According to Rosa's granddaughter Doris Marie [Mason] 
Littrell, Rosa was a woman who placed great value on education and "considered her life 
fulfilled when her youngest daughter, Rubey, obtained her teaching degree. "292 Rubey was the 
first person in the family to get a college degree. According to the newspaper account, her 
degree was a Bachelor of Science with a major in commerce.?93 


ROSA ATTENDED RUBEY'S GRADUATION 
FROM OCW IN CHICKASHA 
MAY 27, 1936 


The next week, on the 4th of June, Rosa attended a wedding shower for Rubey at Louise 
Lancaster's house at 205 West Georgia in Anadarko.2% Only three days later on the 7th, Rosa 
attended Rubey's wedding to my father, William Stanley Hall, in the Presbyterian Church 
basement in Anadarko. 


1937 
In 1937, Rosa attended a shower for Mrs. Dwight Hamlin which was hosted by Ruth. 


1938 


In 1938, in Mrs. M. O. Abshere's column 'Out West,' Rosa was listed among the pioneers who 
had been in Caddo County for more than 30 years.29 
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1939 


In August 1939, almost the entire family gathered for a reunion at Myrtle's house in Apache. 
There was a dinner on the lawn.296 Only Eva, who lived in Canada was missing from the group. 


1940 


On April 2, 1940, during the US Census, Enumerator Bessie Leah Saylors recorded Rosa living 
with Ruth and her husband Gordon Burnett at 211 West Georgia in Anadarko.29 In a quirk of 
timing, Rosa was recorded in the same census as living with my parents at 605 West 
Oklahoma on April 10th by Enumerator, Dolly D. Massingale, Bruce Dutcher's sister. 

Reading between the lines, Rosa must have moved in with my parents at 605 West Oklahoma, 
between April 2 and April 10, 1940. She probably made that move because my mother was at 
home and Ruth worked outside of the home as a legal stenographer. In October, Rosa 
attended a shower for Mrs. J. E. Dobbs which was hosted by my mother Rubey at 605 West 
Oklahoma. In 2018, Rosa's granddaughter, Judy [Judith Ann [Burnett] Dutcher]] didn't 
remember much about Rosa as she was only three when Rosa died, “/ remember when 
grandma Rose lived with your parents at the two story house on Oklahoma [605 West 
Oklahoma, Anadarko, OK 73005]. Her bedroom was on the second floor. She had a stroke or 
something because she couldn’t walk up and down the stairs. So she sat on a step and pushed 
up with her arms to go up one step at a time. We were just little kids and thought it was 

funny. ”298 


1941 
| didn't find any record of activity for Rosa during 1941. 
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1942 Rosa Dies 


On July 12th, Rosa died after a short illness. She was buried in Anadarko because there were 
only two plots in the Fort Cobb cemetery. Bill was buried there in 1916 and Ida Suggs in 1918. 
In 1977, there was some discussion between Rosa's children, Ruth, Rubey and Evert about 
moving Rosa's body from Anadarko to Fort Cobb. It was more expensive than they originally 
thought; the idea was abandoned and nothing was done.299 


Card of Thanks. Mrs. Rosa Ann Cook 


We desire to thank the friends for 
the expressions of sympathy and the Passes at Anadarko 
| floral offerings in the death of 
beealite = . nf of Died Sunday After Short Illness 


— Wasan Early-Day Resident 
Rosa Ann Cook, — The Children and of Boone Community. 


our mother and grandmother, Mrs. 


Grandchildren. | 


Mrs. Mary Rosa Ann Cook, 69 years | 
—_ ————_  --— > old, died at the home of her daughter, 

Mrs. Stanley Hall, in Anadarko, early 

Sunday following a paralytic stroke, 

Funeral services were conducted by 
Rev. D. E, Cox at the Anadarko Pres- 
byterian church Wednesday efternoon, 
and burial was in the Fort Cobb ceme- 
tery, Pallbearers were A. A. Lewis 
and Vic Christensen of Apache, Glen 
Nixon of Fort Cobb and Robt. Dutcher 
Jr., Lee Beebe and Sam L. Wilhite of 
Anadarko, 

Mrs, Cook was born in Boone county, 
Arkansas, May 6, 1873. She was mar- 
ried to Wm, M. Cook at El Reno in 
1902, and moved soon afterward toa 
farm 4 miles west of Boone, where Mr. 
Cook died in 1916. Mrs. Cook lived 
with her son Everett, a mile southwest 
of Boone, until moving to Anadarko 
seven years ago. 

In addition to Mrs. Hall and Everett 
Cook, the deceased is survived by the 
following children: Mrs. W. 'T. Sparks; 
and Mrs. Clarence Mason of Apache, 
| Mrs, J. H, Hiner of Macleod, Alberta, 
Canada, Mrs. Geo. Roever of Long- 
view, Tex., Mrs. Bruce Dutcher of San 
Francisco, Cal., Mrs. J. F. Roylance 
of Tonkawa, Mrs. Glen Morgan of Enid, 
Arthur Cook of Perry, James Cook of 
Three Sands and Elmer Cook of Glade- 
water, Tex. Other survivors are two 
brothers, J. A. Read of Little Rock, 
Ark., and Tony Read of Barber, Ark.; 
24 grandchildren and six great-grand- 
children. 


Evert Cook wrote a clever story for Prairie Lore in 1973 detailing Rosa's many talents and | rely 

on his memories, along with my own impressions, to outline some of things that help 

understand her character. 

Rosa was... 

* Kind and Happy: According to Ruth "She was kind and happy; never spanked or yelled! A 
Saint, wouldn't you say?"300 

* Calm and Patient: According to Evert"...the things | learned as a small boy, under one of the 
most calm and patient tutors..." Just from writing her story, | would add, "calm under 
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pressure." She alerted camp when thieves were about to steal their horses -- two nights in a 
row. 

Strong: Rosa lost two husbands in only 16 years and continued to live an active life with 
family and friends. 

Hardworking: She kept the household and farm running while her husband was away and 
took care of... 

« Children 

« Animals 

- Gardens 

« Cooking 

+ Tending the sick 

+ Sewing 

+ Milking, churning and cheese making 

- Everything else 

Smart: She managed lawyers and administrators to get through Bill's death and complicated 
probate process. She made smart moves to save her real estate from tax foreclosures in 
order to gain from their eventual sale. While Bill was the official guardian of the Suggs 
children, Rosa's handwriting is all over the accounting records. 
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LETTER EVERT COOK TO RUTH [COOK] DUTCHER AND RUBEY [COOK] HALL 
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INFO FROM ELLA ROYLANCE TAKEN FROM OLD COOK FAMILY BIBLE 
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Seat 
Registrar's Noo 


UNO NOLS 


2. USUAL RESIDENCE OF DECEASED: 


(a) State LR se Ke inty _.. 
@iGocrtownlLean merge Leh 9 ie 


I wotaide oity or tere Li 


Hs (@) Name of hospital or ietitusent 


USO NOL NOPE 


MEDICAL PIC EON 
| 20. Date of death: Month 
| 


3 @ Social Security 


ie a ; 
i e Oe as oeee 21. Lhereby certify that I attended! the deceased from __ 
; 6(a)Single,widowed, married, | __¢ _ 194bZto $ 

g y 

8 didetesicher2... last saw h&Accelive on .C aoe AA. 


fantya 


and that death occurred on the date and hour stated above. 
|| Immediate cause 


Duration 


5 

PETSICUX Sy 

3 

Underline at 

the caine to $A 

a .) 

which death 3 

“| should be ey 

charged at $Y 
siz 


22. If death was due to extcrnal causes, fill in the following: 
(e) Accident, suicide, or homicide (specify) 


|| (3) Date of occurrence 


‘Burial, cremation. a 


Place: burial or cremation 


| (©) Where did injury occur? ee eer a 
~ 
(2) Did injury occur in or about home, om farm, in industrial place, in pe 


ako 2 
While at work? ) Means of 
1423. Signature _@B-E, 2 Peas Laem eet (M.D. or other) 
Address... 6, CLL. Date signed 34 
os eoverwsers peimivs ornce 116690 


‘ 


Sve IravTvaNtVa stra’ TraNrvertvay 


E i 
: EY 
q| - tate Hepartment of Hea a 
is | 
p CERTIFIED COPY MUST H 
‘al ROGER C. PIRRONG State of @klahone HAVE EMBOSSED.SEAL ey 
is STATE REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA. 73152 = f a | 


hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy, original of which Is on file 
In this office, In testimony whereof, | have hereunto subscribed my name and caused 
the Dfficlal seal to be affixed, at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, this date. 


DEATH CERTIFICATE, MARY ROSE ANN [READ] COOK 
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be incomplete without mention of him. In the 
course of a useful life Mr. Spencer has always borne 
the reputation of being a just, upright, God-fearing 
man, and he has always been true to the various re- 
sponsibilities resting on him as a busband, father 
and citizen, He takes an earnest interest in the 
political situation of the day, and his views aro in 
accord with the Republican party on the important 
questions under discussion. 


RRR 


RANK COOK. Upon section 36 of Elm 
RB Township resides the subject of this sketch, 
who. in addition to being one of the pros- 
perous farmers of the connty, has also been 
honored by his fellow-citizens by being elected to 
the office of Supervisor of his township. His father, 
William Cook, was a native of Georgia; his mother, 
whose maiden name was Mary A. Smith, was born 
in Pennsylvania. Upon their marriage they first 
settled in Cincinnati, subsequently removing to 
Missouri, making their home in Clinton County, 
where they remained until their death. ‘Their fam- 
ily included six children, our subject being the 
fifth. iS 

Upon the 8d of August, 1837,in the Queen City 
of the West, our subject was born, and when seven 
years later his partnts removed to Missouri he, of 
course, accompanied them. In that State he was 
reared to manhood, making it his home until 1863. 
His early life was spent upon the farm, receiving 
also such ¢dueation as was obtainable in the com- 
mon schools of that time in that western district. 
In 1865 our subject came to Otoe County, and made 
his home at Nebraska City for perhaps two years, 
then removed to Fremont County,-lowa, where he 
engaged in farming until 1878. At that time he 
returned to Otoe County. lived there for one year, 
and in the spring of 1879 established himself in 
Elm Township, of this county, which has been his 
home ever since. 

The farm of Mr. Cook includes 110 acres of 
prime, arable land, well suited for purposes of agri- 
culture or pastoral pursuits, and he has continued 
from the first day of his settlement to progress with 
the work of improvement. Tis farm buildings are 


hee a ae 


GAGE COUNTY, 


good, being well built and, conveniently arranged, 
and his home pleasant and comfortable. His land 
originally belonged to and was part of the reserva- 
tion, : : 

Upon the 2d of July, 1870, while residing in 
Fremont County, Iowa, our subject was united in 
marriage with Mrs, M. Cook, the widow of James 
P. Cook; her maiden name was Higginbotham. 
This lady was born in Kentucky, on the 15th of 
March, 1837, and by her first marriage became the 


mother of two children, who were named respect-. 


ively: William M. and Alonzo. By her union with 
our subject there have been four children, whose 
names are as appended: Marvin, Elva, Louis B. 
and George Walter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cook are members of the religious 
communion bearing the name the Chureh of God. 
After holding some of the minor offices in the town- 
ship, at the fall election in the year 1886 our sub- 
ject was elected to his present office of ‘Townsbip 
Supervisor, and re-elected the following year. He 
is a member of the A. O. U. W.,,and among its 


‘most efficient and enthusiastic members, and is 


therefore highly esteemed in that fraternity. 
IP 
Dee P. THOMAS is the editor and 
} 


proprietor of the Wymore Union, a stirring 
©) and spicy Republican weekly paper pub- 
SZ lished here every Thursday. He was born 
in Livingston County, IIl., on the 25th of March, 
1862, and there received his elementary education. 
When he was thirteen years old he came to Bea- 
trice, and finished his education at the Beatrice 
High School when he was eighteen years old. At 
that age he went into the composing-room of the 
Bentrice Democrat office, giving some attention also 
to Jocals and soliciting, He remained in that office 
for four years, all the time improving and working 
up in position, until when he Jeft he was tbe fore- 
man of the office. : 

After leaving the Democrat, our subject, though 
still quite young, bought the Table Rock Argus, 
which he conducted successfully for about two 
years, when he sold out and went to Pawnee, at 
which place he soon traded for the Liberty Jour- 


"PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM OF GAGE COUNTY, NEBRASKA 1888" 
CHICAGO, CHAPMAN BROTHERS, FRANK COOK, PAGE 567 
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WARBIACE BECOBD. 


SS 


State of otitis 


COUNTY OF OTOE. 


YOAPS, BOPM IN oovoooooseonnnnle d summon. County, State of... PLR A die te e , the name of his father being 


CALLA, Faw an. =m . rs and the maiden name of his mother being | 
Matilde “ 9 g cccrtotaud and Mead. eel. Abate, 
Of Scena ieee dL ee County, ae et aged Pe sonnei OOPS, 


BOTT IN we eae euk County, State of meas , the name of her father being 


tt/.' LY, 
os Wp ehaths CZ ee atl) ere cneny ON the maiden name of her mother oo ] 
she awk Pane ome , both tonte in color, from entering into the 


| 


| 
|| Marriage contract, and that they both are of sufficient age, in law, to contract Marriage. 
x. | 


Sworn to and subscribed in my presence this Zz f (of day of. Qe giuet 1856 
(LA ape, 


‘County Judge. 
I, the s 5 ; gi Raeeraee Sei eis eta sniminnmnnnnnnnnnny @O hereby give my | 
| 


consent to the marriage of the said . " 3 a@ minor, 


State of Nebraska, ba 


COUNTY OF OTOE. f | 
WHEREAS, It has been duly shown to my satisfaction that there is no legal impediment | 


existing to the marriage of Mr. ey: We Meet fat : seen DTU Mhtd ree Hep all! arin 


both of Otoe County, therefore Marriage License this day isswed. 


ney 46 ne as 1856 a Silage Saeed 


State of Nebraska, a 


COUNTY OF OTOE. 


I HEREBY CERTIFY, That I did, on the _ 


Clu Gh ad- oe 18£0, solemnize the Marriage of Mr. A “ 1. Le ote. Aeron 


& Garh 
and M42) a az Drath: sou Ot the house of O4 : Keorsshy : 
. ‘ v 
in said County, in presence of. , Wa Z2eebae Lecce, Att de. ee BeCatl 
WITMESS my hand. Beg. a eee <2) 


an 


BILL AND LAURA MCCALL MARRIAGE 
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Note A—The Census Year begins June 1, 1879, and ends May 31, 1880. 


7 Note B.—A!! persons will be included in the Enumeration who were living on the ist day of June, 1880. No others wiil. Children BORN SINCE 
an June 1, 1880, will be OMITTED. Members of Families who have DIED SINCE June 1, 1880, will be INCLUDED. 
* Enumeration Dist. No. 347. Note C.—Questions Nos. 19, 14, 22 and 23 are not to be asked in respect to persons under 10 years of age. 


Supervisor's Dist. No... 


SCHEDULE Inhabitants in. 24... Beecwet |, in the County of fegie a an, Rabo Liebe 


enumerated by me on the _/7 day of June, 1880. 


Mac, By Male 
TW Mh, Mako; Cen Gy 


Crippled, Bedridten, or otherwise dmblad, 7. 
‘Ande whol witha the Cones year, ZZ 


SG 


‘only willbe wsed—thus /., except inthe ease of divoreed persons, column’. wica the eter ‘De to be used. 
numer has been given cierto guration 10 or te question 1. 
‘ocupacion tas been reported in eoluma 13. = 


FRANK COOK CENSUS, 1880 
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el KS) CE eer ene baad 
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WILLIAM MOSES COOK 1885 IOWA CENSUS 
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ALDRICH PHOTOGRAPH CO. 
We have opened a Gallery at Fort Cobb 


Hk” et en 
A Ve ye | 


t 

t 

| pe eee a RS 
‘ 


Our agent, G. S. Slingerland, “The Litthe Man,” 


will call on you with a line of onr samples, offering you 
hich you can obtain by purchasing the coupons ot 
him when he calls upon you. Remember, He calls but once at each 
house, and if vou wish the rates, purchase the coupons when |i 
calls, as no tickets are for sale at the gallery, Regular price 
will be charged those not holding coupons. We are doing this to 
lish our work in this vicinity. Studio in the Big Four ha 


All Work Guaranteed. 
ALDRICH PHOTOGRAPH COMPANY, 


——— ia 


lal rates W 


PSTAD 


POSSIBLE PHOTO STUDIO THAT TOOK JUNE 1908 PHOTO OF COOK FAMILY2°2 
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Terri tory of Oklahoma, County of Caddo, S. S, 
To the Hon, : » Judge of the Probate Court of 
Caddo County, Oklahoma Territory: 

The petition of W. M. Cook and Rosa Cook respectfully shows; 

That your petitioners are residents of Caddo County, Territory of 
Oklahoma and are respectively the step-father and the mother of and 
deserve to be appointed Guardian of the persons and estates of the minor 


. 


children of Suges, deceased and Rosa Cook, petitioner 


“herein; ‘ A ‘ 
That said.minors have no Guardian legally appointed by will or deed 


nd have, property within the Territory of Oklahoma and it is necessary and 
frthe best interests of said minors that a Guardian be appointed to have 
“the care and amanagement of the estate and the custody ae care of the 
education, and welfare of said minors; 
That the names, ages and places of residence of said minors are as 


follows; 
First;-- Myrtle Suggs, age, 12 Residence, Ft Cobb, Oklahoma, 


Second;-- Eva Suggs, age, H Residence, Ft Cobb, Oklahoma, 

Third;---Iva Stggs, age, i oat Residence, Ft Cobb, Oklahoma. 

Fourth;-- Ida Suggs, age, es Residence, Ft Cobb, Oklahoma, 

That said minors own estate in Payne County, Oklahoma consisting of 
eighty acres of land worth about $1200.00. 

That said minors are & present and have been during the past under Bb 
the care and control of the petitioners herein, 

That said petitioners and each of them waive surinfh lide ot the 
heading on this petition thaf|{ a general publication of such notice, 

That no near relatives of said minors other than these live in said 
County of Caddo; 

Your petitioners pray that W. M. Cook be appointed Guardian 
of the perens and estates of said minors, and your petitioners will ever 
pray. 

Dated, this Wray of February 1905. 


JU Vw? be y 


t 
blake 


APPLICATION FOR GUARDIANSHIP 
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GUARDIAN BOND. 


Know All Men By These resents: That we... A 
2S principehand.. SY Lz tren SNES ashen 


~as suréties, all of the County of... C IIL ed 


f Oklahoma, are-held and irri lyebOun Gest to eee g ecient eee ee 


Z 


minors in the penal sum of S40. CO VAI vnn «Dollars, for the payment of 


which, well and truly to be made, we bind our selves, our heirs, executors, administrators and as- 


signees, jointly, severally and firmly by these presents. 


WITNESS OUR HANDS this. a day Ne 2 


minors shall faithfully execute the duty of. Ee trust as such guardian, according to law, then this 


obligation to be void; otherwise to be and remain in full force and effect. 


Signed and executed in the presence of 


“+m COUNTY, SS. 
, of lawful age, being duly sworn, on oath says, that 
I am one of the surities above named, that Iam a house holder and resident within the County of 
Ca Atle, ..and Territory of Oklahoma; and am worth the sum of. cay NV ttod 7E. 
Toe over and above my debts and liabilities, exclusive of property exempt 
rot execution, So help me God. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me stip ee ay Of A Lf AEE 


GUARDIAN BOND 
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Full Index By Birth Name 


Full Index By Birth Name 


Birth Surname Given Name 


Mention Page Photo Page Married 


Surname 
[Unknown] Mary L. 57 Umbarger 
[Unknown] Mrs. 52 Winstone 
[Unknown] Mrs. 84 Burum 
[Unknown] Mrs. 102 Nixon 
[Unknown] Mrs. Abe 104 Smith 
[Unknown] Mrs. Buford 104 Vickrey 
[Unknown] Mrs. Dwight 106 Hamlin 
[Unknown] Mrs. George 52 Sigmon 
[Unknown] Mrs. J. E. 107 Dobbs 
[Unknown] Mrs. Josh 104 Smith 
[Unknown] Mrs. M. O. 106 Abshere 
[Unknown] Mrs. T. B. 105 Johnson 
[Unknown] Mrs. Vick 104 Christianson 
[Unknown] Nancy 8 Higginbotham 
[Unknown] Rachel 9 Cook 
[Unknown] Sally 104 Vickrey 
Alexander Bessie 96 
Alley Fred 104 
Applewhite M. C. 75 
Armstrong Charles W. 15 
Beach [Unknown] 14 
Bennett David J. 13 
Black Ira A. 71 
Boyston Lois 94 94 
Brock William R. 64 
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Birth Surname 


Bryan 


Bryan 
Burkett 
Burnett 
Burnett 
Burnside 
Burum 
Busing 
Carlisle 
Case 
Cavett 
Chapman 
Cheatham 
Christianson 
Christianson 
Churchill 
Clark 
Clark 
Clem 
Clifford 
Clifton 
Coelho 
Collison 
Cook 
Cook 


Cook 


Given Name 


Allcot 
Prof. 
David L. 
Gordon 


Judith Ann 


Brenda 
Floyd 
Judge C. B. 
R. M. 
Ruby | 
Charles H. 
Caroline 
Vick 
Samuel 
Ed 

Ezra 

G.A. 

John M. 
[Unknown] 
Paulo 
Sarah 
Agnes E. 
Alvin T. 


Arthur Alonzo 


Mention Page 


Full Index By Birth Name 


52 


52 


67, 77, 78, 84, 85, 87 
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102, 107 
80, 82, 107 
28 

84 

13 

58 

85 

67 

60 

43 

94 

104 

77 

40 

29 

23, 25 

52 

14 

25 

11 

11, 15, 29 
30, 35 


3, 8,9, 15 


Photo Page Married 


Surname 


Orr 


Cook 


94 Dean 


McCall 


Birth Surname Given Name 


Cook Arthur Carl 

Cook Bess 

Cook Billie Ruth 

Cook Carrol Gay 

Cook Edith P. 

Cook Ella May 

Cook Elmer William 

Cook Elva/Oleva 

Cook Evert Read 

Cook Frank 

Cook George Walter 

Cook Henry 

Cook Isa Marie 

Cook James Moses 

Cook James P. 

Cook Louise Beatrice 
‘Dovie’ 

Cook Marvin 

Cook Missouri 

Cook Rachel 


Full Index By Birth Name 


Mention Page 


35, 38, 48, 60, 72, 77, 81, 82, 
88, 89, 93, 97, 99, 102 

14,15 

99 

105 

14, 15, 31, 48, 77, 85, 88, 97 


11, 15, 31, 48, 55, 77, 85, 88, 
90, 97, 112 


14, 31, 48, 72, 77, 80, 81, 88, 
105 


9, 64 

5, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 26, 
27, 29, 35, 36, 37, 38, 52, 57, 
59, 60, 61, 63, 64, 71, 72, 73, 
77, 81, 82, 88, 89, 98, 100, 
101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 109, 
111 


8, 9, 12, 13, 26, 114, 120 

28, 65, 66, 67, 79, 82, 85 

9 

35, 40, 48, 60, 63, 72, 77, 81, 


82, 88, 89, 90, 94, 95, 97, 98, 
100, 102, 105 


14, 31, 48, 72, 77, 85, 97 
3, 7,8 


ic) 


9, 28, 55, 80, 82, 85 
3 


14 
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Married 
Surname 


Photo Page 


48, 63, 81 


Ashworth 
Love 
48 Morgan, Page 


48,90 Roylance 


48 


Brock 


63, 81 


48, 63, 81, Mason 
90, 94, 95 


48 


Moon 


Full Index By Birth Name 


Birth Surname Given Name Mention Page Photo Page Married 
Surname 


Cook Rubey Della 60, 63, 65, 66, 72, 73, 77, 81, 63, 81, 83, Hall 
82, 83, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 89, 90, 91, 
95, 96, 97, 98, 100. 101, 102, 92, 93, 95, 
103, 104, 106,107,109 97, 98, 100 


Cook Ruth Naomi 9, 12, 35, 36, 37, 56, 60, 63, 63, 81, 83, Burnett, 
67, 72, 73, 77, 81, 82, 83, 88, 89, 90,91, Dutcher 
89, 90, 91, 93, 96, 98, 99, 93 
100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 106, 
107, 109, 111 
Cook Sarah Ann 7 7 Snodgrass 
Cook Tamera Sue 82 
Cook William 29 
Cook William 3,7 
Cook William Moses 1,3,4,7,8,9,11,12,13,14, 7,11, 48, 64 


15, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 
35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 43, 48, 
49, 52, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 61, 
64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 71, 72, 73, 
74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 80, 81, 82, 
84, 85, 86, 88, 89, 90, 98, 99, 

102, 104, 109, 110, 115 


Corder Nannie Stephens 73, 97 Cook 
Cummings Thomas F. 57, 86 

Custer Sarah 26 

Dooley G.A. 38 

Dutcher Bruce Yeager 107 

Dutcher Dolly D. 107 Massingale 
Dutcher Judith Ann 80, 82, 107 Orr 
Dutcher Michael Bruce 37 

Ellison J.P. 87 

Ferguson Ida 71 

Fish George R. 86, 87 

Fletcher Vardaman 13 
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Birth Surname 


Flint 


Foley 
Freeman 
Freeman 
Fuller 

Gibson 
Gibson 

Gillett 

Hall 

Hall 

Hall 

Hall 

Hall 

Hall 

Hall 

Harvey 

Hay 

Heaton 
Hemphill 
Herod 
Higginbotham 
Higginbotham 
Higginbotham 
Higginbotham 
Hiner 


Hopkins 


Given Name 


William 

J.L. 

George B. 
Pete 

Alma 

Burton 

R. E. 

Guy R. 

Ann Lyn 
Ashley Beth 
Earl Kent 
Gene Cook 
Gregory Glen 
Stanley Lynn 
William Stanley 
J.A. 

Earnest 
James D. 

R. C. 

L. 

Andrew 
Granville 
Nancy Matilda 
Thomas 
John 


Don 


Full Index By Birth Name 


Mention Page 


80 

52, 56 
72, 86 
94 

82 

104 

105 

86 

62 

62 

76 

1,3, 35, 63, 76 
61 

61 

106, 107 
8 

52 

8 

12 

29 

7,8 

3 

3, 7, 8, 14, 26, 37 
8 


93 
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Photo Page Married 


Surname 


LaGace 


7 Cook, Cook 


Full Index By Birth Name 


Birth Surname Given Name Mention Page Photo Page Married 
Surname 

Humphries Oscar 61 

Inklebarger Buster 104 

Jackson D. R. 72, 86 

Jameson 86 

Johnson Dr. George M. 52 

Johnson Dr. George O. 52 

Johnson Judge C. R. 77, 78 

Jones G. M. 40 

Jorgenson Judge 52 

Kerley Dr. W. W. 71, 80, 86 

Lancaster Louise 106 Bass, Hall 

Leilman Mable 94 94 Hensley 

Lewis A.A. 104 

Lincoln Abraham 4 

Lindquest Newton 52 

Livergood Henry O. 15 

Lovell G. D. 57, 86 

Ludwick C. W. 86 

Mapes Judge J. S. 11 

Mason Clarence Edward 98, 104, 105 

‘Red’ 

Mason Doris Marie 18, 100, 106 McCabe, 
Littrell 

Mason Wanda Lea 98 Miller 

Mass John 38 

Mattis R. R. 12 

Mayes Joel 19 
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Birth Surname Given Name 


McCall 


McCall 
McCall 
McCallum 
McMichael 
Menefee 
Messer 
Messer 
Messer 
Messer 
Messer 
Messer 
Messer 
Messer 
Miller 
Miller 
Monroe 
Monus 
Monus 
Morley 
Morris 
Mosser 
Mosser 
Mosser 


Mosser 


Laura 


Louise 
Michael 

D. W. 

Pat 
Senator 
Charles 
George P 
Lizzie 
Lizzie 
Lucinda 
Mary Magdaline 
Nancy 

Ruth 

Larry Dwayne 
Vernice 
Rev. 

Jean Ann 
Marilyn Sue 
G.A. 

A. J. 
Calidona 
Clinton 
Della 


Eddie W. 


Full Index By Birth Name 


Mention Page 


11, 12, 14, 15, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
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29, 90, 115 
11 


11 
11 
104 
47 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
5, 19, 81 
82 
82 
82 
104, 105 
72 
82 
82 
75 
17 
82 
82 
82 


82 


Photo Page 


11 


Married 
Surname 


Cook 


Lindsey 


Cyphers 


Turvey 


Birth Surname 


Given Name 


Full Index By Birth Name 


Mention Page 


Photo Page Married 


Surname 
Mosser Emma 82 
Mosser Marnie 82 
Mosser Minnie 82 
Mosser Roy 82 
Mullan Charles W. 82 
Mullenax Blance 99 99 
Mullenax Sherman 99 99 
Myers L. W. 77 
Nixon Glen 102 
Nottingham George. W. 15 
Olive Miss 89 89 
Orr Ervin Ronald 80 
Orr Merry Ann 56 Stone 
Page Percy L. 85 
Parker S.N. 86, 87 
Pepper Edmond H. 13 
Pepper William S. 13 
Phelps Judge G. B. 39 
Pomroy Selah ‘Roy’ 7 
Popejoy Ben 82 
Price General Sterling 7 
Quantrill William 8 
Read AG: 5,19 
Read Alma L. 5,19 
Read Besse Gertrude 99 99 Mullenax 
Read Charlie Cicero 19 
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Full Index By Birth Name 


Mention Page Photo Page Married 


Birth Surname Given Name 


Surname 
Read E. Jane 5 
Read George W. 103 
Read Isaac Washington 5, 17, 18, 19, 21 
Read Isaac Washington 5, 19, 99 99 
“Tony’ 

Read James Alexander 5, 19, 99 99 
Read John Arthur 5, 17, 18, 19, 21 
Read Mary Rosa Ann 1,5, 6, 7, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 22, 28, 48, Suggs, Cook 

23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 63, 81, 90, 

32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 91, 93, 99, 

AO, 43, 48, 49, 51, 52, 54, 55, 105, 106 

56, 57, 58, 59, 61, 62, 64, 65, 

66, 67, 71, 72, 73, 75, 77, 78, 

79, 80, 81, 82, 84, 85, 88, 89, 

90, 91, 93, 94, 96, 97, 98, 99, 

100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 

106, 107, 109, 110, 113 

Read Maud May 19 Tyler 
Read Robert E. 5,19 
Read Sara Elizabeth 5,18 Tucker 
Read William Andrew 5, 19, 26, 103 
Ridley Hugh 91 
Ridley Mrs. 91 91 
Ridley Winnie 91 91 
Roever Frieda Mae 102 Kulak 
Roever Loleta Fay 102 Aldridge 
Ross Rev. D. W. 29 
Roylance John F. 55, 85, 97 
Roylance Kenneth William 90 90 
Rush G. H. 38 
Saylors Bessie Leah 107 
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Full Index By Birth Name 


Birth Surname Given Name 


Mention Page Photo Page Married 


Surname 
Schneck Wilson P. 39 
Scott Kathy 13 
Seney Jim 8 
Seney Mary Polly 3 Wiggans 
Siehndel Little Mabel 52 
Slingerland G. S. 48, 118 118 
Smith Abe 104 
Smith Jane 19 Read 
Smith Josh 104 
Sparks Ella May 104 Hudgins 
Sparks Robert Don 75 
Sparks Walter Thomas 75, 98 
Spellman M. J. 38 
Squyres Rev. Alvin 104 
Starkweather | Judge W. H. 85 
Suggs Charlie A. 26, 38 
Suggs Dolly J. 82 
Suggs Elias B 23, 26, 38 
Suggs Eva 5, 21, 28, 31, 39, 42, 43, 44. 28, 48 Hiner 
47, 48, 49, 52, 56, 93, 107 
Suggs F. M. 82 
Suggs Ida 5, 21, 28, 31, 39, 42, 44. 48, 28, 48 
49, 52, 56, 67, 84, 93, 107 
Suggs Iva 5, 21, 28, 31, 39, 42, 44, 47, 28, 48 Roever 
48, 49, 52, 56 
Suggs Lewis Ellsworth 21, 22, 23, 25, 82 22 
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Full Index By Birth Name 


Birth Surname Given Name Mention Page Photo Page Married 
Surname 
Suggs Myrtle May 5, 21, 22, 28, 31, 39, 42, 43, 22, 28,48 Sparks, 
44, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 52, 56, Dudley, Curtis 
80, 82, 84, 98, 101, 102, 104, 
107 
Suggs William A. 82 
Suggs Zelma G. 82 
Sunderland H. W. 12 
Taylor Andrew 40 
Teeter G. D. 72, 86 
Tipton J. R. 40 
Toney L.F. 65, 67 
Tsa-wa-Gak- 19 
ski 
Tucker James Alexander 18 
Tucker V. O. 94 
Uhl Rodolf 27, 40 
Umbarger Harlow J. AO, 57, 58, 59 
Umbarger Michael F. 58, 65 
Van Eaton F. B. 77 
Vermillion J. W. 40 
Vickrey Ambus L 104 
Vickrey Buford 104 
Vickrey Lewis 104 
Walker J. W. 77, 84, 96 
Walker Memra 96, 97 
Wantland H. M. 28 
Ward Amos 101 
Warner C.P. 40 
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Full Index By Birth Name 


Birth Surname Given Name Mention Page Photo Page Married 
Surname 

Waterman W. W. 86 

Weiser Dr. D. D. 65, 66, 67, 71 

Whaley Maggie Lorraine 99 Cook 

Whaley W. L. 104 

White 94 

Wiggans Edith 3 3 Harrington 

Wiggans Elizabeth 3,7 7 Cook 

Wiggnas James B. 3 

Wilkes Bill 104 

Winstone Mary 52 

Winstone Mr. 52 

Wolf J. M. & Co. 13 


Wolfenberger | W. H. 67, 86 
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Index By Known Married Surname(s) 


Index By Known Married Surname(s) 


Married 
surname 


Abshere 
Aldridge 
Ashworth 
Bass 
Brock 


Burnett 


Burum 
Christianson 
Cook 


Cook 


Cook 


Cook 


Cook 


Cook 


Cook 


Given Name 


Mrs. M. O. 
Loleta Fay 
Billie Ruth 
Louise 

Elva/Oleva 


Ruth Naomi 


Mrs. 
Mrs. Vick 
Elizabeth 


Laura 


Maggie Lorraine 


Mary Rosa Ann 


Nannie 
Stephens 


Rachel 


Ruby | 


Mention Page 


106 
102 
99 
106 
9, 64 


9, 12, 35, 36, 37, 56, 60, 
63, 67, 72, 73, 77, 81, 
82, 83, 88, 89, 90, 91, 

93, 96, 98, 99, 100, 101, 

102, 103, 104, 106, 107, 

109, 111 


84 
104 
3,7 


11, 12, 14, 15, 25, 26, 
27, 28, 29, 90, 115 


99 


1,5, 6, 7, 17, 18, 19, 21, 
22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 
43, 48, 49, 51, 52, 54, 
55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 61, 
62, 64, 65, 66, 67, 71, 
72, 73, 75, 77, 78, 79, 
80, 81, 82, 84, 85, 88, 
89, 90, 91, 93, 94, 96, 

97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 

102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 

107, 109, 110, 113 


73, 97 
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Photo Page 


63, 81, 83, 89, 
90, 91, 93 


11 


22, 28, 48, 63, 
81, 90, 91, 93, 
99, 105, 106 


Birth 
Surname 


[Unknown] 
Roever 
Cook 
Lancaster 
Cook 


Cook 


[Unknown] 
[Unknown] 
Wiggans 


McCall 


Whaley 


Read 


Corder 


[Unknown] 


Chapman 


Married 
surname 


Cook, Cook 


Curtis 


Cyphers 
Dean 
Dobbs 


Dudley 


Dutcher 


Hall 


Hall 


Hamlin 
Harrington 
Hensley 
Higginbotham 


Hiner 


Hudgins 
Johnson 


Kulak 


Index By Known Married Surname(s) 


Given Name 


Nancy Matilda 


Myrtle May 


Jean Ann 
Caroline 
Mrs. J. E. 


Myrtle May 


Ruth Naomi 


Louise 


Rubey Della 


Mrs. Dwight 
Edith 

Mable 
Nancy 


Eva 


Ella May 
Mrs. T. B. 


Frieda Mae 


Mention Page 


3, 7, 8, 14, 26, 37 


5, 21, 22, 28, 31, 39, 42, 
43, 44, 46, 47, 48, 49, 
50, 52, 56, 80, 82, 84, 
98, 101, 102, 104, 107 


82 
94 
107 


5, 21, 22, 28, 31, 39, 42, 
43, 44, 46, 47, 48, 49, 
50, 52, 56, 80, 82, 84, 
98, 101, 102, 104, 107 


9, 12, 35, 36, 37, 56, 60, 
63, 67, 72, 73, 77, 81, 
82, 83, 88, 89, 90, 91, 

93, 96, 98, 99, 100, 101, 

102, 103, 104, 106, 107, 

109, 111 


106 
60, 63, 65, 66, 72, 73, 
77, 81, 82, 83, 88, 89, 
90, 91, 92, 93, 95, 96, 


97, 98, 100. 101, 102, 
103, 104, 106, 107, 109 


106 

3 

94 

8 

5, 21, 28, 31, 39, 42, 43, 


44. 47, 48, 49, 52, 56, 
93, 107 


104 
105 


102 
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Photo Page 


7 


22, 28, 48 


94 


22, 28, 48 


63, 81, 83, 89, 
90, 91, 93 


63, 81, 83, 89, 
90, 91, 92, 93, 
95, 97, 98, 100 


28, 48 


Birth 
Surname 


Higginbotham 


Suggs 


Monus 
Christianson 
[Unknown] 


Suggs 


Cook 


Lancaster 


Cook 


[Unknown] 
Wiggans 
Leilman 
[Unknown] 


Suggs 


Sparks 
[Unknown] 


Roever 


Married 
surname 


LaGace 


Lindsey 
Littrell 
Love 


Mason 


Massingale 
McCabe 
McCall 
Miller 


Moon 


Morgan 


Mullenax 
Nixon 
Orr 


Page 


Read 


Roever 


Roylance 


Sigmon 
Smith 
Smith 


Snodgrass 


Index By Known Married Surname(s) 


Given Name 


Ashley Beth 
Pat 

Doris Marie 
Carrol Gay 


Isa Marie 


Dolly D. 
Doris Marie 
Sarah 
Wanda Lea 


Louise Beatrice 
‘Dovie’ 


Edith P. 
Besse Gertrude 
Mrs. 


Judith Ann 


Edith P. 


Jane 


lva 


Ella May 


Mrs. George 
Mrs. Abe 
Mrs. Josh 


Sarah Ann 


Mention Page 


62 

104 

18, 100, 106 

105 

35, 40, 48, 60, 63, 72, 
77, 81, 82, 88, 89, 90, 


94, 95, 97, 98, 100, 102, 
105 


107 

18, 100, 106 
11 

98 

9 


14, 15, 31, 48, 77, 85, 
88, 97 


99 
102 
80, 82, 107 


14, 15, 31, 48, 77, 85, 
88, 97 


19 


5, 21, 28, 31, 39, 42, 44, 
47, 48, 49, 52, 56 


11, 15, 31, 48, 55, 77, 
85, 88, 90, 97, 112 


52 
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Photo Page 


48, 63, 81, 90, 
94, 95 


48 


99 


48 


28, 48 


48, 90 


Birth 
Surname 


Hall 
McMichael 
Mason 
Cook 


Cook 


Dutcher 
Mason 
Collison 
Mason 


Cook 


Cook 


Read 
[Unknown] 
Dutcher 


Cook 


Smith 


Suggs 


Cook 


[Unknown] 
[Unknown] 
[Unknown] 


Cook 


Married 
surname 


Sparks 


Stone 


Suggs 


Tucker 
Turvey 
Tyler 
Umbarger 
Vickrey 
Vickrey 
Wiggans 


Winstone 


Index By Known Married Surname(s) 


Given Name 


Myrtle May 


Merry Ann 


Mary Rosa Ann 


Sara Elizabeth 
Marilyn Sue 
Maud May 
Mary L. 

Mrs. Buford 
Sally 


Mary Polly 


Mrs. 


Mention Page 


5, 21, 22, 28, 31, 39, 42, 
43, 44, 46, 47, 48, 49, 
50, 52, 56, 80, 82, 84, 
98, 101, 102, 104, 107 


56 


1,5, 6, 7, 17, 18, 19, 21, 
22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 
43, 48, 49, 51, 52, 54, 
55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 61, 
62, 64, 65, 66, 67, 71, 
72, 73, 75, 77, 78, 79, 
80, 81, 82, 84, 85, 88, 
89, 90, 91, 93, 94, 96, 

97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 

102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 

107, 109, 110, 113 


5, 18 
82 
19 


57 
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Photo Page 


22, 28, 48 


22, 28, 48, 63, 
81, 90, 91, 93, 
99, 105, 106 


Birth 
Surname 


Suggs 


Orr 


Read 


Read 
Monus 
Read 
[Unknown] 
[Unknown] 
[Unknown] 
Seney 


[Unknown] 


Illustrations 


Illustrations 

Item Page 
Bill’s Birthplace 3 | 
Cook’s Chapel 3 
Map Showing Rosa’s Family Locations Before She was Bnorn in boone County, 6 
Arkansas in 1873 

William Moses “Bill” Cook’s Moves Between 1865 and 1880 9 
Bill and Laura McCall’s Marriage Announcement 11 
Frank Cook Timeline From Jun 1890 to Jan 1892 12 
Map Showing Rosa’s Moves From Birth To 18 Years Old 17 
Map Showing Areas Important To Rosa’s Story in Indian Territory 18 
Bill’s Travels In Blue And Rosa’s Travels in Purple 25 
Family Properties in Perkins Area 26 
Newspaper Clipping re: Shivaree 29 
Move to Caddo County Timeline and Weather 31 
Newspaper Clippings re: Weather During Move to Caddo County 32 
Map of Bill and Rosa’s Move to Caddo County 33 
Location of Rosa’s Farm in 1903 Caddo County 34 
Photo of Rosa’s Fram 2016 35 
Crock Type Churn 36 
Wooden Churn 37 
1904 Crops 38 
Newspaper Clipping re: Delinquent Personal Taxes 38 
1905 Crops 39 
1905 Profit and Loss on Suggs Property in Payne County 39 
1906 Crops 4o 
1905 and 1906 Financial Report for Suggs Children Guardianship Filed 1907 A 
1906 Financial Reconcilement 43 
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Illustrations 


Item 


1907 Crops 


1907 Financial Report for Suggs Children Reported in 1908 
Peerless Organ Example 

Examples of Waist Designs 

1908 Crops 

1908 Financial Report for Suggs Children Reported in 1909 
Rosa’s Homestead Testimony 

1909 Financial Report for Suggs Children Reported in 1910 
Eva’s Medicine 

1909 Crops 

Recap of Homesteading Activities 

1910 Financial Report for Suggs Children Reported in 1911 
Newspaper Clipping re: Wagon Accident in Front of Cook House 
Map of Trip to Boone 

First Floor Layout of Rock House 

Second Floor Layout of Rock House 

Rosa’s Black Wash Pot 

Rubey Della Cook’s Dolls 

Indian Blanket Photo and Painting of Cook Family In Front of the Rock House 
Rubey Della Cook's Restored Nippon Doll 

Bill From Dr. D. D. Weiser for Rubey’s Birth 

Bill and Rosa’s Bed After 2023 Restoration of the Headboard 
Mortgage to Caddo County Bank 

Recap of Cost of Bill’s last Illness 

Photo of Horse-Drawn Hearse at Fort Cobb 


Bill’s Obituaries 
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Page 


43 


44 


44 


47 


49 


49 


51 


52 


53 


54 


55 


56 


57 


59 


60 


61 


62 


62 


63 


63 


65 


66 


68 


71 


72 


73 


Illustrations 


Item Page 
Resolution of Respect From Oney Lodge 74 
Bill’s Grave Marker at Fort Cobb Cemetery 76 
1916 Probate Milestones (7 
Consolidated Appraisers’ Report 78 
Ida Lee Suggs Obituary 84 
Consolidated Final Settlement 85 
Final Estate Settlement 85 
Probate Milestones 1919 85 
Final Estate Division 88 
Hand-Written Note, Rosa’s Moves 95 
1929 School Census 101 
Unidentified Read Relatives August 1934, Waldron, Arkansas 103 
Card of Thanks 109 


Rosa’s Obituary 109 
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